
 



 

 

 

 

Presentation 

We share with you the first edition of our first 2016 newsletter, we express the 

feelings and the actions for each of the organizations that are part of the Jubilee 

South / Americas network. 

The political murder of our partner Berta Caceres, fills us with deep sorrow, 

indignation, anger... It has not been easy to fall into the account of what passed in 

the last month, the murderous bullets took the life of our sister in arms and it feels 

like the emptiness! 

Murdering Berta is the clearest manifestation of the collusion of the corporate 

powers, of state complicity in the service of capital, is trying to turn off the power of 

the people, but even with the pain that implies the departure of our partner, we 

know that our duty it is to keep standing on, walking and supporting the struggles 

of the Lenca people, the COPINH ... the people in open rebellion. 

Berta unites us, so much vigour, knowledge and feelings are calling us by the 

demand for justice on her behalf, to accompany the struggles of grassroots 

organizations in Honduras and the world, to find collective strength that nurtures 

our own struggles. Thanks Berta, thanks partner, for your legacy, for your joy, for 

your being of rebellious and authentic woman. 

In December 2012, the sub commander Marcos exclaimed: ... Did you hear it? It is 

the sound of his world falling apart. It is ours that is resurfacing ... the day that was 

the day, it was night; And the night will be the day that will be the day. We endorse 

those words and we state that the Berta´s struggle, our struggle is that ... our world 

reemerging. 

To victory always, partner Berta! 
Regional Secretary 

Jubilee South / Americas 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Olympic Games in Brazil: The city in the window and citizens on 
the outside. Special Interview with Sandra Quintela 

 
"The whole process involving the promotion of these events deepens and 

accelerates a reorganization of the city that 
seeks to ensure what we call 'city 
merchandise', a product to be sold and not 
a place where it takes place citizenship," 
said the economist. 

The promotion of mega sporting events in 
the country has generated a lot of protests 
and controversy, especially due to the lack 
of transparency in the process 
management of the preparation of the host 
cities and the public resource 
management, that could be destined to 
meet social demands, but they end up 

being channeled to the finance of major infrastructure projects. 

As explained by economist Sandra Quintela, in a telephone interview with IHU On-
Line, this investment model has been repeated since the promotion of the Pan-
American Games in Rio de Janeiro in 2007, going through the World Cup, in 2014, 
to the arrival of the Olympics this year, creating a large imbalance in the public 
budget. 

"In the case of the Olympics, the city of Rio de Janeiro has quadrupled its budget in 
the last period, not from tax revenues but by a municipal indebtedness process. 
Now the resources are coming to completion of the works, there is an increase in 
civil engineering and other areas, but the impact it will generate in the public 
accounts in the medium and long term, we do not have conditions to measure" 
analyzes. 

In addition to financial imbalance, the economist cites the privatization process of 
the cities as the most perverse result of the manner of conducting the promotion of 
these events in the country. "The reorganization of cities from these mega sporting 
events aims exactly to favor the real estate speculation and the privatization of the 
city in all dimensions, by a brutal process of exclusion and gentrification in the 
name of 'city product', the 'city merchandise', which needs be sold as a shop 
window for these events," she said. 

In addition, the economist goes further. Notes that the management that has been 
held ends up interfering in its own sports activity and its relationship with the public. 
"The model that is being worked by these private organizations - such as FIFA and 
the IOC - is the sports commercialization. Thus, the sportsmanship is increasingly 
relegated to the background and what matters is profit, what is earned and what 
will take place with these mega sporting events. Therefore, I believe that the 



discussion is much deeper, since it is necessary to discuss the nature and 
character of these mega sporting events, because talking about sports, in fact, they 
have very little," she warns. 

Sandra Quintela is an economist at the Alternative Policy Institute for the Southern 
Cone - PACS and member of the Network Jubilee South Americas. 

Check out the interview. 

IHU On-Line - Could you take stock of the Brazilian State investments in 
mega-events, from the Pan American Games up to now where the country 
prepares to host the 2016 Olympic Games? What were the amounts invested 
in these events? 

Sandra Quintela - We have been following this process since 2005. Therefore, it is 
a trajectory of 11 years watching this organization in the city of Rio de Janeiro, 
from the Pan American Games, going through the World Cup to the Olympics. 
What we perceive is a great difficulty to access the volume of resources invested 
and the Olympics has been the most serious case. 

In the Pan American Games were spent about 3.7 billion reais, in the World Cup 
were spent 25.5 billion reais and the current cost of the Olympics, which is not yet 
closed, since there are several works that are not included in the Game´s 
Responsibility Matrix, is in the order of 39.08 billion reais, amount that was 
released at the end of January this year. You can see that the investment value 
has been increasing over time, and in the case of the Olympics, we are five months 
from the beginning of game´s execution and we do not know yet what the total cost 
of the event´s promotion. 

When it was announced the promotion of Pan American Games, its cost was 
estimated at around 1 billion reais and after its completion, was increased to 3.7 
billion reais due to overpriced works etc. With regarding to the World Cup, we are 
already seeing the white elephants that were built, which they have no use. This is 
the case of the built stadiums in Manaus, Cuiabá and Brasilia - there are even 
projects to turn them into prisons etc. In the case of the Olympics, it needs a little 
more time to analyze why the data is not complete yet. 

 

IHU On-Line - What economic impacts have been generated by the 
completion of mega sporting events in recent years in Brazil? It is possible 
to predict how long these impacts may still reflecting in the economy? 

Sandra Quintela - Let's start with the issue of financial impact, for example, the 
hosting of the World Cup in Brazil, with the cost of 25.5 billion reais. It was 
expected that during the event period, the volume of tourists could contribute to the 
growth of the national economy, but it did not happen during the World Cup. 
Several of the optimistic economic analyzes that were made before this event 
were, just then, deconstructed by statements made by major newspapers and 
economists pointing out that the economic return of investment did not occur. 



This translates into a process at the same time cruel and subtle, which is the 
construction of these mega stadiums with infrastructure works associated with 
them, such as highways, bridges and viaducts to access these spaces; it has 
generated a large real estate speculation in the World Cup´s host cities and the 
removal of significant population groups, as were more than 750,000 people 
displaced from areas due to the works for the event. We have worked three reports 
on human rights violations in these actions and, together with the Cup Popular 
Committees and the Olympics in Rio de Janeiro; we are already working on fourth 
dossier specifically about the Olympics. 

The Cup´s financial impact is reflected in the indebtedness process of 
municipalities and states, because of the 25.5 billion spent on the World Cup, only 
1.4% came from the private sector; the rest was paid with public money, the same 
resource that is either for education, health and sanitation, or for construction of 
white elephants, such as some of the stadiums. The source is the same, the state, 
through taxes and tributes that we all pay, and when there is money, the way out is 
to create new debts. 

In the case of the Olympics, the city of Rio de Janeiro has quadrupled its budget in 
the last period, not from tax revenues but by a municipal indebtedness process. 
Now the resources are coming to completion of the works, there is an increase in 
civil engineering and other areas, but the impact it will generate in the public 
accounts in the medium and long term, we do not have conditions to measure. 
There is already a major concern here in Rio de Janeiro, because the State 
accounts are already in chaos, civil servants have not yet received the 13th salary 
of 2015 and we do not know to what extent this is related to accounts left over from 
2014. I wonder if they are not "bodies that were in the closet" relating to expenses 
with the holding of the World Cup? We have not found any response for that 
question. 

Finally, the impact is much more in the municipal and state level and the federal 
resources are somewhat diluted in several lines. However, within this context, what 
is much more serious is the process of real estate speculation that occurs from 
these public investments. 

IHU On-Line - What is the impact of mega-events in the organization of the 
Brazilian cities? How the cities are restructured to receive such events? 

Sandra Quintela - In fact the World Cup and the Olympics served as a great 
excuse to the elite´s plans who rule the cities. The whole process involving the 
promotion of these events deepens and accelerates a reorganization of the city 
that seeks to ensure what we call 'city merchandise', a product to be sold and not a 
place where it takes place citizenship. We see that it is an excuse that legitimizes 
the city model centered exactly on a development pattern that benefits the real 
estate speculation and the life´s privatization in urban areas. 

In this sense, it is essential an increasing engagement in the struggle for the city´s 
right, since the cities are becoming places specially meant to certain sectors of 
society, which are the most privileged groups. Today, for example, if a person of 



the Rio de Janeiro´s west zone want to go to the beach, she will need to take three 
buses. This is a gentrification process that has been deepening, and Rio de 
Janeiro in particular is a summary of what was a mega event like the World Cup, 
because here things have taken on a much larger scale. 

The reorganization of cities from these mega sporting events aims exactly to favor 
the real estate speculation and the privatization of the city in all dimensions, by a 
brutal process of exclusion and gentrification in the name of 'city product', the 'city 
merchandise', which needs be sold as a shop window for these events. 

IHU On-Line - What social areas (health, education, security ...) are being 
more relegated in accordance with the channeling of public funds for these 
mega sporting events? In addition, what sectors are being privileged? How is 
equalized the public budget? 

Sandra Quintela - In Rio de Janeiro, from 2007 to 2016 nearly tripled the amount of 
resources destined to the public budget on security. It went from 2.5 billion reais to 
7 billion reais of investments only for security. I specify the case of Rio de Janeiro 
because the Pan American Games, the World Cup and now the Olympics were 
promoted here, then it is an example that can be a summary of what happened in 
the promotion of these mega events in Brazil. 

If today we look at the security weight in the public budget of the government of Rio 
de Janeiro state, we see that is about 15% of the total, education is about 10% and 
health is 8%. In 2007, the investment in education had a share of 15% of the state 
budget and now, lost 5% of this amount, while the funds for security increased by 
three times the amount. So it´s possible to understand that at the expense of social 
investment, such as health and education, the public resources are channeled to 
public security, which is striking in Rio de Janeiro, since it can be seen in the 
streets a process of intense militarization. 

For example, now the municipal guard is making the removal of the golf course 
communities. This is a new task and a new role for the municipal guard who until 
then had not been exercised and that is a reflection of these high investments in 
security. 

For the Olympics are planned about 2.5 billion reais in investments in security, but 
in this amount are not included the salaries of professionals in this area, such as 
military, civil and federal police, etc. And this is a problem that is there, even with 
this trend to the increase of public security weight in the state budget mainly. 

IHU On-Line - How it could be achieved the resources planning that 
propitiates the promotion of mega sporting events without unbalancing the 
public budget in Brazil? 

Sandra Quintela - First, these mega sporting events is that should suit the city, not 
the city have to adapt to them. It should be reversed this logic, but what happens 
now is the logic´s subversion of public administration and the public interest to 
serve the interests of the International Olympic Committee - IOC and the 
International Federation of Football - FIFA. It is important to remember that these 



are private organizations, funded by international mega-companies. Therefore, 
firstly we need to revise the way we think about the preparation of these events. 

Particularly in Rio de Janeiro, what has been made of amendments in urbanistic 
terms have been served solely and exclusively to attend the interests of real estate 
speculation, it is very clear and obvious, and an example is the public transport. 
Bus lanes of BRT lines are being built, which pass through areas with lots of 
vegetation and are opening the veins to property speculation for condominiums, 
allotments, etc., mainly in the west zone of Rio de Janeiro. 

We are also seeing a very large waste of public resources. Here in Rio de Janeiro, 
for example, it already had a golf course and now built a new field and a sandbank 
area, i.e., an area of environmental preservation, just to meet the interests of real 
estate speculation in Barra da Tijuca. Further examples of waste are the Celio de 
Barros Athletics Stadium and Júlio Delamare Water Park - both areas of training 
for athletics and for swimming - which are closed since before the World Cup. They 
are training centers of excellence in athletic and swimming that were not reopened 
since before the World Cup because the idea was to destroy everything and build 
the Maracanã complex, but there was a lot of fighting and this was not done. 

Therefore, the model that is being worked by these private organizations - such as 
FIFA and the IOC - is the sports commercialization. Thus, the sportsmanship is 
increasingly relegated to the background and what matters is profit, what is earned 
and what will take place with these mega sporting events. Therefore, I believe that 
the discussion is much deeper, since it is necessary to discuss the nature and 
character of these mega sporting events, because talking about sports, in fact, they 
have very little. 

IHU On-Line - Is it being repeated the Brazilian context with regard to 
investment planning in other countries that have hosted mega sporting 
events? 

Sandra Quintela - For the World Cup in France were not built mega-projects. For 
the German Cup either, for example, the stadium where the final match was held in 
Berlin, is the same stadium in 1930, it was not destroyed and rebuilt. 

On the other hand, what is happening here in Brazil is also now taking place in 
Qatar - including slave labor complaints - and in Russia. So this "mother lode" of 
finding the World Cup in the countries of the periphery´s capital may propitiate a 
greater accumulation for these international private organizations - FIFA and IOC - 
who own the patent of events. 

In Greece, it happened the same thing and all the Greek built equipment are 
abandoned because it happened again the Brazilian model and until today, they 
are paying the price of those 2004 Olympics. What I mean is that in some 
countries, especially those on the capital´s periphery, the Brazilian model was 
repeated, and in developed countries, it did not happen, because it was more than 
an adaptation of the existing equipment. 



IHU On-Line - Specifically about the Olympics, to be held soon, how do you 
assess the issue of transparency in the conduct of planning processes and 
resource management, with a view to the budget crisis in which the State of 
Rio de Janeiro is facing now? 

Sandra Quintela - Transparency does not exist. The World Cup was much more 
transparent in this sense than the Olympics. The Olympics are a "black box", that 
no one knows for sure what will happen, as the responsibility matrix that they 
present is far short of what has been done, because there are many works that are 
out of what was expected. 

In the Olympics is also being violated the Access to Information Act because they 
are not being provided requested information, there is no kind of accountability, 
transparency and public participation in any decision. Therefore, the Olympics 
really will culminate with the end of mega sporting events cycle in Brazil and also 
with the "huge absence" of transparency. 

IHU On-Line - Could you talk a little about the initiative of the newsletter´s 
development "Rio de Gastos", concerning the 2016 Olympics? 

 

Sandra Quintela - During the Cup process, we have conducted two studies upon 
the expenditures during the event and we have seen the importance of them, due 
to the impact and the fact that this issue is very little discussed, or when it is 
addressed, the discussions are not deepened. 

Our intention is to deal with the public resource theme, to know where it is being 
used, what city model is serving etc. So we have done two studies related to the 
World Cup spending, then we have put at the disposal of the World Cup and 
Popular Committees and, along with the Network Jubilee South Brazil, we have 
made a booklet explaining who pays the bill Cup. 

From this experience, at the Pan American Games we have followed the Budget 
People's Forum, watching the expenditures in this event. It was possible to verify 
that it was important to continue working on this issue of spending in the Olympics 
because, first, there is no transparency; second, data are often complex, which 
refer to federal, state and municipal levels, thus there is some difficulty in making a 
synthesis of these expenditures. Therefore, the interest was to follow and 
disseminate public investments, budgets and also the impact of mega-events. 

However, we are not working only on the investment issue. In one study upon 
environment, we have pointed out that Dow Chemicals Company - which was 
responsible for a terrible accident at Bhopal, India - is responsible for the 
sustainability policy of the Olympics, for example. So, we are also dealing with 
other information that are made invisible by the press, which deals with the 
Olympics only as something "cool." 

It is noticed that the mainstream press does not fulfill the role it should, to lodge 
complaints and these analyses. Therefore, we have seen the need of this 



independent production of information, analysis and reports that could break a little 
this media blockade around these systems. 

From the focus on spending, we have worked hard the idea that these investments 
and mega events are systematic violators of human rights and this is obscured in 
the current scenario. Our goal with this publication is to contribute to show the 
spending disparity with Olympic equipment and services compared to what the 
government spends on areas that should be priorities, such as social assistance 
and human rights. The next volume, which will be released soon, addresses the 
issue of security policies and all expenses related to public security in Rio de 
Janeiro. 

IHU On-Line - What does represent the short and long term, the participation 
of public-private partnerships in the investment of these mega sporting 
events? In which does involve the budget, service management and public 
spaces of the host cities and the population's access to what is offered in 
this sport? 

Sandra Quintela - The Public-Private Partnership - PPP is a great brand to conceal 
public money, as it speaks of "public-private partnership", so what appears - a 
widely used argument in the speeches of rulers - is that the State does not appeal 
with nothing and what is being done is by the private sector. 

That was a very strong speech, for example, during the construction process of 
stadiums and infrastructure for the World Cup, saying, "the government is not 
spending anything, everything is connected to the private sector, either by PPPs or 
other types of concessions ". However, when the World Cup ends up and it comes 
the spending consolidation, we arrive to the number, which I have already spoken 
before, of almost 99% of public spending. 

In the case of the Olympics, this speech is also being widely used. The PPP, in 
fact, contributes to the city´s privatization process. Here in Rio de Janeiro we have 
the Porto Maravilha, the port area of Rio, which is the largest PPP in Brazil, where 
it is increasingly evident a radical privatization process of public spaces. The 
management of the entire area is now carried out by private companies, consortia, 
and this violates a series of rights to the city, as we have talked about before. 

Thus, we observe that this speech of Public-Private Partnerships conceal the 
public spending. PPPs have a counterpart - from the private sector - that not 
always, in the case of the state, is monetary. For example, there are huge grounds 
- this the case of golf course, the Olympic Village and others - which are donated 
by the State, and also, the whole contracted services are state-owned and they are 
at the service of that initiative. 

Frequently, in budgetary terms, what appears as exoneration or public 
consideration belongs to PPP, which has no transparency in the contracts. 
Therefore, the accounts are not clear, because a budget architecture is built with 
concepts that are slowly being introduced in the budget and that no one 
understands, but in fact, they are concealing public funds that are designed for 
works, where, at first, they say that there is no public money. 



Here, we have Public-Private Partnership for building the Olympic Park, which 
includes the athletes' village. This partnership, which after Maravilha Port is the 
largest ever undertaken, provides that after the completion of games, 75% of this 
area - which is an area of 1.18 million square meters - will be used for housing 
ventures of high standard, to be sold by the concessionaire. So the State comes 
with everything, the company starts the building and then appropriates these 
buildings - luxury apartments - next to the Vila Autódromo, which is being forcibly 
removed. 

IHU On-Line - Do you want to add something? 

Sandra Quintela - After the Olympics it will be necessary to make a more detailed 
study of the impact and the legacy of this event, because, like the World Cup, it will 
only be possible to make a better analysis of how much was spent and what 
partnerships were public-private after everything is finished. This will be critical in 
the Olympics, which is a terrible black box, in which the works are not included in 
the responsibility matrix. 

For now, what we are seeing in Rio de Janeiro are mega sporting events that serve 
to further divide the city and put it to service of private interests, consolidating a city 
of logic that excludes those who live in it, and this is the most serious in our 
opinion. 

By Leslie Keys/ IHU On-Line 

 

The defeat of the FTAA: 10 years of struggle and resistance 

Build and promote popular participation in the 

decisions that directly affect people was one of 

the bases of the struggle and resistance of the 

Campaign against the FTAA (Free Trade Area 

of the Americas) in Brazil and the Continental 

Campaign. The defeat of the FTAA has been 

more than 10 years; when the popular struggle waged in Mar del Plata, Argentina 

in 2005. The streets of this Argentine city were taken by fighters of our America 

who shouted in unison: No to FTAA, Another America is Possible. 

Since the beginning of the Brazilian and continental campaign, many were 

accumulations in the field of critical development along with in the field of acction. 

In Brazil, in 2002 one second plebiscite was held. The first of which was in 2000 

concerning the external debt, a successful process. In 2002, we use this important 

tool for debate, meeting with people, reflectioning and that had carried with it a 

popular pedagogy of dialogue. This tool, plebiscites, is considered a "school of 

political training". That refers to the Brazilian case. Today it was already conducted 

five times in popular plebiscite, always with great success. In this process of 

plebiscites, the Brazil Jubilee South network was in charge of the secretaries, with 



great political responsibility to build processes horizontally and with the collective of 

plebiscites´ Debt in 2000, the FTAA in 2002 and the Vale in 2004. 

This plebiscite experience was experienced by other countries to hold this debate 

concerning the FTAA with different formats and methodologies according to the 

reality of each region or country. In the debate on the FTAA, other issues were on 

the agenda of the joints, networks, movements in Latin America, such as the fight 

against free trade agreements - FTA and the WTO (World Trade Organization), 

genetically modified food, militarization, the fight against debt, and many others 

who are gaining strength. 

It is important to emphasize that before 2002, both in Brazil and in most countries 

of our America "Patria Grande", there wasn´t any talking about FTAA or almost 

nothing. In this context, the abysmal silence by stakeholders (governments, 

businessmen from various sectors - communications, industry, commerce, ...) 

sought that the treaties negotiated have succeed. Our campaign breaks 

boundaries and begins to denounce the report pack "Trojan horse" that was 

carrying harmful impacts for different sectors and for the sovereignty of our 

countries. Since then a number of continental working groups consolidates to 

monitor the agreements and negotiations in both the FTAA and the WTO. Because 

in the understanding that was built in the Continental Campaign it was that the 

FTAA and the WTO were sides of the same coin, imposed by capital people. 

The following years from 2002 to 2005 in Mar del Plata were full of great and 

victorious struggles, where a common agenda across the continent has turned us 

stronger, has held us together, has identified us. The continental meetings in 

Havana, Cuba gave us the dimension and unified us in action. Mar del Plata, in 

2005, was a beautiful moment (during the IV Summit of the Peoples, during the 

Fourth Summit of the Presidents of the Americas) to crown this long road of 

resistance in defense of the peoples´ sovereignty and self-determination. We have 

noted that many agreements that were present and were trading within the FTAA 

have been or are being implemented in installments through bilateral treaties, 

through the WTO or otherwise, in accordance with the interests of capital and 

imperialism. But the struggle of the organized people "has buried" the FTAA in Mar 

del Plata. The Capital always finds new ways to transform and continues to 

accumulate, appropriating territory and applying their way of expropriation, has not 

been achieved through the FTAA, but it does today in other ways (privatization, 

financeirizacion of life, the common properties,...) But  we have to celebrate in this 

year 2015 this fight and the beautiful story built and ask how we are today, when 

we look at this process as we move forward? 

The campaign was also a great success for the reconstruction and the discovery of 

organization´s new forms of the struggle, the demonstrations has created an 

identity, has generated commitment and popular participation, either through 

plebiscites, popular consultations, the marches, innovating in communication, 



participating in the summit of the peoples (parallel meetings in the governments´  

official spaces), hemispheric meetings and many other ways we have discovered 

together, all with common objectives, defend the interests of the people, the 

sovereignty in a tireless struggle against the common enemy, the advance of 

imperialism. 

It is important to consider that we come to this cumulation, for having also a 

process of struggle and critical development since the 90s in the continent, a large 

resistance against the advance of the imposed neoliberal policies, that culminated 

in the early years of the decade 2000, contributing to the organization of the 

campaign. The strength´s correlation of the social and popular movements and 

governments against imperialist neoliberal reforms that have been introduced, 

either through FTAs or even deepening economic embargo on Cuba, the struggle 

of the coca growers in Bolivia, the struggle against privatization in Brazil, 

Venezuela with the arrival of Hugo Chavez to government and the new form of 

integration, has enabled a large number of possibilities for the arrival of popular 

governments, which on the one hand contributed to the FTAA would have not been 

implemented. It was a time of great convergence and unification of the need for 

unity as organizations and activists about the common enemy, the advance of 

imperialism. 

The peoples are setting an example of struggle and resistance against the 

bourgeois forces and neoliberal policies that aim at advancing and gaining ground 

in our Patria Grande. During the years of struggle against the FTAA, new 

processes emerge and grant strength to think of popular projects, new forms of 

integration, the ALBA, for example, that strengthen the resistance against the 

offensive of imperialist capitalism on the peoples. The Imperialism also finds new 

ways to move forward and has done so through new groupings of conservative 

aligned sectors with major media groups, multinationals, and progress has been 

made in the territories, appropriating natural resources and by human life and 

nature financialisation. To deal with that, the social movements propose another 

integration and believe in new mechanisms such as ALBA, Unasaur, CELAC or 

processes as the Assembly of the Peoples of the Caribbean, just like it was the 

People's Summit at Rio + 20. The FTAA is over as we know it, but continues to be 

applied with many other names and faces. We consider that while the fight 

progresses to defeat the FTAA, the offensive of capital continues to make progress 

in countries with a history of struggle and resistance, as in the case of the 

occupation of the MINUSTAH troops in Haiti and the coup d'état in Honduras in 

2004, the impeachment of Lugo in Paraguay in 2012. We can not forget the ways 

in which imperialism and its tentacles find new ways to sustain and maintain 

themselves, we must always be alert. Alert! Alert! Alert! Walking, Alert, Alert! Alert! 

Our Latin America! 

 



The stage after 10 years of FTAA collapse is also too much complex and 

demanding for countries and for our great country. Finally, the Continental 

Campaign against the FTAA should be placed within a powerful process of 

organization and mobilization of the people driven by a growing struggle in the 90s 

and culminating in the 2000s It was in this rich process which brought together 

hundreds of thousands of militants and activists eager, energy and synergy with 

women's movements, traditional/native peoples, peasants, youth, students, trade 

unionists and many other organizations, networks and movements was the engine 

to achieve the goal in that moment. And now, looking at the road travelled, we 

could once again strengthen and reorganize the struggle in the continent, because 

the enemy continues to advance and taking our lands and appropriating. 

After 10 years, now is the time to reconnect and look in the road built, in the 

process, and ask ourselves: what have we learned and what we can still build 

together for sovereignty? 

Rosilene Wansetto, Secretary of Jubilee South Brazil Network - 15 years of struggle 

and resistance against all forms of domination! 

Article originally published in the book: "FTAA TEN YEARS, FAILURE AND 

ALERT FOR NEW NEGOTIATIONS" Persu Abramo Foundation, CAP. 4, p. 74, SAO 

PAULO, 2015. 

 

 

The popular media as a tool for struggle 

 

Olmedo Carrasquilla, from the Ecological and Collective 

Voices and Radio Temblor organization, shares the 

experience in the last eight years, he has done a job of 

struggle and support in the territories of the sister nation 

Panamá, a struggle that arises from the need to go 

weaving several processes of resistance before the 

various forms of extermination and appropriation of 

indigenous and peasant populations that are fighting for 

the defense of mother earth. 

 

Olmedo expressed: 

 

Our media, is an independent, alternative, popular media, born in 2008 through the 

collective Ecological Voices and Temblor Radio is also the product in these 

processes of popular struggle of Panama´s environmentalist and rural movements 

and then emerges the need at this time to accompany the socio-environmental 



conflicts and build a mass media that could circulate the voice of organizations, 

communities, indigenous peoples, peasants and women's sector, which could 

report what is happening in their areas . 

 

All this was accompanied by a proposal platform, over the situation that was living 

and what currently is experienced. From that date, we have nurtured on this 

experience of social organizations, even with citizens, independent people but with 

a critical sense and, of course, communities in resistance too. Whether they are 

farmers, indigenous, African descent, or from other sectors of social forces like 

unions, the women's sector, academia and student sector, that one way or another, 

they also have their way of communication, using other kind of tools, which also 

included the construction of a more popular, more collective and more sovereign 

proposal. 

 

Therefore, from that time, we have been working independently here in Panamá, 

and what we have seen is that the same scenario that Panamá is living, the same 

thing happens in Colombia, in Mexico and in Argentina. That´s where arises the 

idea of crossing the border in order to contribute collaborating and showing 

solidarity with the peoples´ social struggles of the continent. Right now, we have 

the task of disseminating information. 

 

How do we do this work? 

 

It is a collective work of women and men, where there are professionals, non-

professionals, and people from different sectors. In our organization and 

environment, we are doing investigative press, through what is called Panama's 

socio-environmental observatory. That has helped a lot to interpret and 

disseminate what is happening in other parts of the continent. We also have been 

reporting through the radio, audiovisual media, interviews, áudio reports where 

there are social partners who are contributing and, of course, denouncing the 

situation that they are living in each country. 

 

We have also included the video gender, video reporting, video reports of 

demonstrations, protest. Furthermore, projects against the savage capitalist 

development that we have seen, where we have been following what is the 

solidarity economy, agroecology. About this topic, we have been sharing with other 

journalists and international media as a way to circulate what is happening in the 

communities, that is, what the mainstream media do not report. In addition to these 

three kinds of communication, technology has come to disclose what is going 

through online social networks, and what you know and blogs, it has been a purely 

supportive, collaborative work. 



The importance of this work 

 

The importance resides first on democratizing the word in the media, which is very 

essential for the human rights of peoples, as well as the right of communication. 

They also have the right to the means, the right to the frequency, the right to the 

means of production and that is something very beautiful. We have noticed that the 

youth and children in rural communities has been appropriating these tools. This is 

a way that they can also report what is going on in communities and the other is 

something very important: break the media siege, there is a persecution, there is a 

criminalization of social protest, there is a fence of traditional or conventional 

means. They always obey the ruling governments or companies, they don´t want to 

disclose what they are doing to the peoples with their idiosyncrasies, their 

traditions, their audio visual, cultural, ecological, food sovereignty. One issue that 

we are always doing this struggle is called cyber activism, that is, destroying this 

blockade media of the mass media who want to blind what really the people makes 

in defense of their interests for a social change. 

 

With regard to communication, Costa Rica and Panamá are the countries where 

we have a hard struggle for frequencies, in this case specifically for what is the 

community radios that have in their mind a well culture, folk, entertaining, humanist 

content. One of the points we have been drawing in spaces is to denounce 

governments and their policies that limits access to legal instruments, such as 

frequencies. In this case, to obtain a frequency here in Panamá, even for a 

commercial medium or commercial frequency, not any person or institution, NGO 

or foundation can get it because it represents large amounts of money to be 

granted. Moreover, you must have political influence within the government to be 

given. Therefore, clearly a people who want to make communication through 

community radio is impossible. Thus, it´s making a struggle to be recognize firstly 

the alternative media and the media who are aspiring to community frequencies. 

Then it is a matter that does not come now, for decades is being done a debate in 

all academic and social areas, in popular organizations, where frequencies also 

represent part of the peoples´ right to communication. That´s a part of what is the 

struggle here in Panamá with the theme of frequency. 

 

There are very important themes we have covered and promoted. Some of them 

are: The case of Ngäbe-Bugle Indians against mining has helped to spread and 

emphasize the role and work of the popular journalists who were covering these 

situations that were happening In Panamá. 

 

 

Historical struggles  



The case of the Panamá Canal has represented a struggle of people against what 

has been the site of US military bases. They fight against aggressions and 

violations of human rights that, at different times, has suffered the people of 

Panamá. 

 

We must recognize that Panamá is a world trade´s geopolitical strategic point and 

that´s why we denounce that the Panama Canal plays a role in the great economic 

monopolies of the world. However, this does not translate into benefits of 

Panama´s social programs and here we see for example that Panama is among 

the countries with poor distribution of wealth. Therefore, it should be noted that 

throughout history the people have spilt blood, and has strongly fought for their 

sovereignty. This is what made the people rise up against the aggressions and 

violations that the US military was doing. 

Secretary 

Jubileo Sur/Américas 

A struggle that still continues .... 
 
The Affected by Nemagon Asotraexdan 
Movement, is born from the lawsuit against the 
company Dole Food Company Inc. in 1994, 
lawsuit that evidence the irreversible human 
damage that this company hurted its workers by 
applying the Nemagon Fumazo pesticide in 
banana plantations located in the department of 
Chinandega, in western Nicaragua. 
 
With the birth of this movement, it begins to 
organize all the people who were affected by this 

pesticide and in the year 1998 introduced a lawsuit in the courts of Chinandega 
and Managua, claiming the company compensation for people who suffered these 
affectations, pesticide product; to have a better quality of life and access to health 
care to treat their illnesses. 
 
At the moment, people affected by the NEMAGON Fumazone ASOTRAEXDAN 
are 3031, which not only sue the Dole Food Company Inc. but the SHELL 
CHEMICAL INC., Dow Chemical CHIQUITA OCCIDENTAL among others, that 
during the seventies eighties and nineties applied the pesticide in the banana 
plantations of Chinandega. This was done with the permission and consent of the 
state and the Government of the Republic, resulting as consequences irreversible 
health damage of their workers. 
 



Despite the great effort to claim compensation of those other companies, it failed to 
enter the lawsuits in the courts in Chinandega. There is currently only the lawsuit 
against Dole Food Company Inc. One reason is because the lawyers of the other 
groups harmed by these companies, resigned to the demands and the law 364, 
(SPECIAL LAW TO FILING LAWSUITS PROMOTED BY PEOPE AFFECTED BY 
THE USE OF PESTICIDES MADE OF DBCP. Adopted on October 5th, 2000, 
published in the Gaceta Diario Oficial No. 12 of January 17, 2001) thereby affecting 
the other applicants. 
 
However despite all these situations, one of the greatest achievements of this 
movement is to stay organized in what constituted as ASOTRAEXDAN. That has 
allowed them to have a space from which are linked to different organizations, 
networks, social movements, both at national and international level; by taking part 
in these spaces nourishes the struggle and allows to count for the solidarity, 
essential elements in struggle as hard as they are facing. 
 
This lawsuit also extends to the government of Nicaragua by the failure to provide 
the necessary protection to those affected. 
 
Nowadays those affected and the company Dole Food Company Inc have 
managed to maintain communication and receive some answers in the talks that 
have been developed via electronic mail. That aims to reach a possible agreement 
between the parties. 
 
Receive humanitarian support of all people and organizations who, in different 
ways, have made feel solidarity: support with medicines, food and especially the 
spiritual message when extend their struggle to mass expressions such as 
marches, sit-ins, assemblies to demand that their claims be heard. 
 
Among the objectives this movement remains to advance firmly in control are: 
 
• Keep the struggle for the benefit of all the people who worked on banana 
plantations in western Nicaragua, define and achieve the transnational companies 
stop distributing, marketing and applying chemicals including, firstly, what it calls 
DBCP dibromo1-2 chloropropane known  in Nicaragua as Nemagon Fumazone . 
 
• Keep the complaints both national and internationally, with the aim that the state 
and the government of Nicaragua assume their responsibility for all damages 
against those affected and their relatives, for having been the promoter to permit 
introduction of this product into the country. 
 
• Report and disseminate through radio, television, written and video mass media 
to all the national and international public opinion, for the damage caused to the 
health of all affected people . 
 



• With the support of all organizations in Mesoamerica, to make know the damages 
which have been subjected by the multinational banana producers, until is 
achieved a fair compensation for all. 
 
This is a struggle that has gone through different stages, and in each of them the 
courage and need to fight for a fair compensation to victims has been the driving 
force for progress and the need to preserve the vital space that constitutes the 
environment and all its components. 
 
However ASOTRAEXDAN are clear that this struggle is not over yet, there is still a 
long road until these firms, especially Dole Food Company Inc., recognizes that 
they are responsible for the contamination acts of the entire western area of the 
country, for the death of thousands of its workers, their families, for future 
generations, for the harmful and permanent effects in human, animal and plant life, 
as well as the aquifers and land space. 
 

Secretary Jubileo Sur/Américas 

 

Paris and COP 21: 

More of the same, false solutions and covering power to corporations ... 

Before that, the answer resistance and organization, the real solutions are 

the people. 

We talked with Jorge Tadeo Vargas of Mexico, who 

from his organization Research Laboratory in 

Community Development and Sustainability in 

Mexico is part of the network since its inception. 

JT: From our organization we are working on 

important documents such as the changes that 

have been taking place mainly in Mexico, which are marked on a new policy of 

structural reforms, which seeks to give more power to transnational corporations, 

gives much more power the countries of the global north over our territories in the 

south, and enabling them to take possession of common property: privatizing the 

territories and thereby further increase all the problems of social and environmental 

justice in our countries. 

So we worked on these issues that are demarcated in a struggle and resistance 

globally. 

JS / A: What can you share us about the COP 21 and the agreement of Paris? 

JT: Despite all attempts to hide the true intentions that occurred with the signing of 

this new agreement, what we see is that ends up strengthening carbon markets as 



a practice to maintain the hegemony of a production and consumption model that 

is hitting the countries, communities, generating a series of impacts. 

This agreement leaves out issues related to human rights, at least the few 

achievements that in this respect, strengthening thereby corporations. It has been 

also lost the gender perspective that had, although it was not fulfilled calmly, but 

what it had, has left out of the agreement. 

From our perspective, carbon markets need not exist. It cannot keep thinking that 

the production model of consumption will find a solution to the climate crisis when 

they only want those who are producing. 

The governments of the global North, with all the complicity of many Southern 

governments, have given us another blow, by continuing this hegemony that 

supports a production model of consumption that keeps us in a permanent social 

and environmental crisis and will generate and increase the social and ecological 

debts, that for years we have been paying to the southern countries. 

JS / A: What changes could involve the agreement of Paris, for national legal 

frameworks? 

JT: This new agreement that is talking about a new regulatory framework of the 

countries, it´s about individual commitments by countries in terms of reducing 

greenhouse gases; it arises mitigation models that are also global, where the 

communities have no type of incident, for them there is no chance to start acting in 

relation to an adaptation to the climate crisis that we have raised above. 

It is a vision that leaves out the communities as protagonists of their own 

adaptation models knowledge-based of their own territory, even if we consider that 

these adaptation measures, can simultaneously work as a measure of mitigation. 

For us it is a trade agreement which seeks to ensure the continuation of all the 

false solutions, and thus strengthen a production and consumption model, leaving 

out the own protagonists creating models of adaptation, mitigation, that are the 

communities, in if this conference of the Parties, as well as the previous one talks 

about solutions that must come from above. 

JSA: What other elements have been negotiated? 

JT: We have tried to include what they call transition fuels, which is the case of 

fracking (hydraulic fracturing), also, the climate-smart agriculture, blue carbon, 

forests; in fact forests production is becoming increasingly more oriented to the 

agro fuel production.  

The strategy is to lower the profile to everything that has to do with monocultures, 

but actually is still present. There has not been a significant change, what has been 

raised is what they call transition fuels, fracking, some issues that have to do with 

renewable energy, but that is still maintained within the same energy matrix, as in 



the case of wind energy, solar energy, which still maintain this centralized energy 

matrix in the expropriation of strategic commons and privatization of them. 

This type of model is betting precisely to seek leave the fossil fuel, not so much by 

the impacts it generates, but because it is entering in a peak, is no longer 

economically sustainable for the same model and are looking at other types of 

energy production, other raw material production to continue with the same 

production system and excessive consumption. 

JS / A: What relationship between FTAs and climate negotiations do you 

see? 

JT: If we look twenty years ago, the environmental issue was not included within 

the free trade agreements, but the same progress of the global crisis, which is 

caused by the devastating extraction of resources, common goods, natural goods 

has been also doing that the same system realizes that the socio-environmental 

issue is an important part, but not for its care or conservation, not to respect the 

dynamics that communities have and the relationship of them with environmental 

surroundings, but quite the contrary. 

This is how in recent years, the environmental issue is included in trade 

agreements, in order to be giving way to the privatization process of these common 

goods, that generate to corporations and capital, economic benefits, and on the 

other hand generate an environmental cost to communities. 

We have been able to see that in these trade agreements or cooperation 

agreements there is an orientation to end the organizational forms that exist in 

communities, in the interest of ensuring the processes of privatization and 

extraction of common goods, this represents a direct blow to the territories. 

In Mexico, after 20 years of FTA with Canada and USA, we have seen how it has 

progressed the specialization within the free trade agreements to include 

environmental issues, although they change the name, that is, the system has 

been polishing the forms of inclusion to draw any advantage or benefit. 

That we are seeing right now with the TPP (Trans-Pacific Economic Cooperation 

Agreement) which is to be signed. In this agreement there are some countries 

involved both north and south and we are making it clear that environmental issues 

are being included as a form of ensure ownership of the territories and assets of 

nature. What is sought is to keep the production model of consumption to continue 

with the hegemony. 

JS / A: What you can share us in the case of Mexico? 

JT: Regarding what is happening in Mexico I think it's a glance at what's happening 

globally in many of our countries, there is indeed a very clear intention by the 

government, to disappear any kind of resistance, to criminalize, to murder, to arrest 



any dissenting voices that are speaking for the rights of indigenous communities, 

for the rights of nature, for the same human rights that are being constantly 

violated and are being constantly beaten.  

In the country a supposed war against organized crime is being given, where 

actually, the ones being most affected are the communities that are somehow 

organizing to resist these impacts of consumption model, fighting against the 

territories appropriation that continue to generate new social, ecological and 

environmental debts. 

What we observe is precisely this as the state, the government is playing the role 

of the armed wing of corporations, which are being carried and privatizing all 

resources, natural goods and generating all socio-environmental costs in the 

populations. 

We are seeing, as there are more and more militarization by the government within 

communities that are resisting, as there are more and more complicity between 

these groups of organized crime, that the government claims to fight and the 

government itself, to hit any movement that present a dissenting voice. And this is 

reflected precisely in these new trade agreements, which are designed at 

strengthening the corporations, which are designed at strengthening this whole 

model and that any resistance will be criminalized, it will be stopped by any media. 

JS / A: What closing message do you want to share? 

JT: Well, even though the panorama is not very clear, and we see this increase in 

violent repression, criminalization of social movements, this is mainly because 

there are more and more organizations, more communities that are resisting at 

this.  

The call is just to maintain the fight, keep in touch, maintain in resistance, in 

defense of our territories, human rights, Mother Earth because this is what will give 

us the possibility to reach a good end. 

We cannot allow governments, corporations continue to dictate policies to where 

we have to move. I think there are many communities worldwide, at the level of 

Mexico, that are working by the defense for territory, for the land, because our 

rights come to a good end and, although the path is not as clear, although there is 

more and more repression, this is mainly because there is also an increase in 

resistance. Therefore maintain the resistance, let us keep standing. 

 

SECRETARY Jubileo Sur/Américas 

 

 



360 years in prison for Sepur Zarco executioners 
Guatemala 

Lightning against impunity 
 

http://nicaraguaymasespanol.blogspot.com/2016/02/guatemala-360-anos-de-
carcel-para.html 

 
 

In a crowded courtroom of Guatemala´s 
Supreme Court of Justice, the silence 
almost gloomy that reigned there was 
abruptly interrupted by the strong and 
endless applause and cries of jubilation. 
 
The judge Jazmin Barrios had just finished 
reading the sentence against former military 
Esteelmer Francisco Reyes Giron and 
Heriberto Valdez Alloc. 

 
They were finally found guilty of crimes against the duties of humanity in their way 
of sexual violence, domestic and sexual slavery against native Q'eqchi' Mayan 
village  women, the murder of Coc Dominga and her two daughters, Anita and 
Hermelinda, as well as the forced disappearance of seven men, husbands of the 
complainants. 
 
For these atrocities were sentenced a total of 120 and 240 years of imprisonment 
respectively, and penalties are non-commutable. 
 
- Read "Women demand justice Sepur Zarco" 
- Listen to the Sentencing here 
- Listen here the integral recording of the last day of judgment 
- See image gallery 
 
In 1982, one of the many military detachments deployed by the counter-insurgency 
policy of the Guatemalan State during the internal armed conflict, settled in the 
community of Sepur Zarco, in the northeast of the country. 
 
Women were subjected by the soldiers, repeatedly raped and enslaved. Their 
husbands were missing. The mere fact of being in the process of legalizing their 
land was considered an insurgent act. 
 
The horror of the abuse lasted for more than six months and marked their lives 
forever. 
 
"The case Sepur Zarco evidences cruel and infamous treatment to which the 
women were subjected who were threated in the detachment (military) to suffer 

http://nicaraguaymasespanol.blogspot.com/2016/02/guatemala-360-anos-de-carcel-para.html
http://nicaraguaymasespanol.blogspot.com/2016/02/guatemala-360-anos-de-carcel-para.html
http://nicaraguaymasespanol.blogspot.com/2016/02/guatemala-las-mujeres-de-sepur-zarco.html
https://app.box.com/s/y8au1phlgact73pp1vykoagdpqfa71px
https://app.box.com/s/p3vb71z1rz84ap1nnd74n86p2m5h2zql
http://www.rel-uita.org/index.php/es/component/flexicontent/weblink/57/7294/1


constant violations by soldiers. They were subjected to sexual violation 
continuously and were also subjected to domestic slavery", said judge Barrios 
during sentencing. 
 
For organizations that accompanied the complainants, sexual violence was a 
counterinsurgency military strategy and was used to control the bodies and 
territories. 
 
"In rendering their statements, the women broke into tears, expressing his grief, 
sadness, loneliness and helplessness, not only for what happened at that time, but 
also for its impotence before the armed men who changed the course of their lives, 
regardless the consequences of their actions," proceeded Barrios. 
 
The judge recognized his courage and bravery as people "in presenting to declare 
and to publicly expose the multiple sexual violations of which were the subject, 
those which have undoubtedly left an irreversible post-traumatic stress disorder", 
she said. 
 
"Recognize the truth helps to clean up the wounds of the past and the application 
of justice is a right that assists victims and helps to strengthen the rule of law in our 
country, becoming aware that these types of crimes must not repeated again" 
asserted Barrios. 
 
This sentence sets a very important precedent for Guatemala by judging violence 
and sexual slavery, while being conceptualized and configuring these criminal 
offenses with regard war crimes. 
 
"The women decided to break the silence. They are satisfied with happy heart, and 
we are here accompanying them. They are an example of that in Guatemala it is 
possible to have justice," said a representative of the Breaking Silence and 
Impunity Alliance. 
 

By Giorgio Trucchi | LINyM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ALCA, debt, militarization: 10 years ago in Mar del Plata 



The victory against the FTAA, sealed 10 years ago in Mar del Plata, was a 

landmark in the struggle of the peoples of the hemisphere for our sovereignty, 

independence and rights. It also marked a turning point in the strategy of US 

imperial power to maintain control over their so-called "backyard". And it was a 

time of crystallization albeit fleeting and fragile, in the exercise of a countervailing 

power from Latin American and Caribbean governments installed after rejection of 

neoliberal policies implemented by blood and fire and great expectation of another 

possible world. 

There in Mar del Plata, during the three days of the Third Summit of the Peoples of 

America, we brought together more than 12,000 people from almost all 34 

countries involved in the negotiations, with Cuba which wasn´t invited. 

Representing by indigenous peoples, unions, organizations, religious movements 

and networks, peasants, youth, senior citizens, human rights activists, women, we 

deliberate on countless aspects of the neocolonial FTAA project and we project 

alternatives that continue today pointing a horizon of necessary changes1. The 

Summit memorably ended with a mass march launched amid tensions and a cold 

drizzle just overcome with the heat of the celebration at the World Cup Stadium, 

where President Chavez sent to hell USA plans... 

From the summits to the plains 

The most important of the struggle against the FTAA, however, was not Mar del 

Plata but the confluence of social and political forces that were mobilized 

throughout our America during previous years. That strength and popular unity 

forged from the huge diversity of peoples from Alaska to Tierra del Fuego, was the 

achievement of a truly continental campaign, backed up from places like the 

Continental Social Alliance and the Hemispheric Meetings in Havana, the will of a 

few rulers and the conviction that people are really who transform the world from its 

projection on the existing relations of power. 

The prime tool for this campaign was to hold a referendum in the entire region: a 

tool for dissemination, sensitization, training and unique statement that has 

developed in each country in their own way, always including a graph and common 

questions about the YES or NO to the FTAA. It was a very easy gamble, 

translating the aridest fine print of the negotiating texts, which were also kept 

secret, in an accessible language and the stage of everyday life to reveal its 

implications and galvanize resistance. 

The continental coordination of the campaign, consisting of national joints against 

the FTAA that were complied with and a range of networks and regional 

movements, has fulfilled important functions and to assess the state of 

negotiations, systematize and socialize information and analysis and organize 

regional actions. However, the heart of the campaign, which built the possibility of 

government decisions consistent with the rights of peoples, were the daily efforts in 

every corner of the hemisphere informing, reporting and consulting the public. 



Efforts made even without the support or sometimes against the expressed will of 

governments, which then enabled the burial. 

And now? 

10 years after that victory, it is clear that the US strategy to the region has changed 

and that continuous stalking towards the villages , the governments that try 

independent paths, the sovereignty and our common goods will erode the 

achievements and dawning new challenges. While the FTAA sought to unify the 

region under US command and the designed rules to favor their transnational 

corporations, their frustration led to the strengthening of dividing and ruling. Even 

before Mar del Plata, USA had begun the momentum to a number of agreements 

of the same style only bilaterally or subregional. Today, with the new negotiations 

such as the TPP and TISA, is projected an equal interest in restraining everyone, 

but moving slowly, with the most similar (or dependent ...) governments to finally 

leave without air the whole. 

Furthermore, it is clear what we have denounced by raising that the FTAA was not 

alone. From the Jubilee South/Americas network, for example, we are raising the 

need to converge from the NO to the FTAA with the struggles against payment of 

illegitimate and unfair debts and against the militarization and the criminalization of 

social protest. In Argentina like other countries, our referendum, which mobilized 

two million voters, has asked about the FTAA, the debt paying without a previous 

audit, the establishment of foreign military bases. 

In the same vein, at the International Conference on Debt, Common Goods and 

Domination that took place in June in Buenos Aires, we stated that "the problems 

of public debt, the looting of the common goods, the dependence and imperialist 

domination, which define the current production and development model are 

common and central axes of impoverishment, inequality and looting throughout 

Latin America and the Caribbean." 2 For what we resolved to promote in the whole 

region a new Public and Integral Campaign, trying to coordinate and consolidate 

the struggles against various facets of this model including the extractivism of all 

kinds, the usurpation of the territories, the transfer of sovereignty and popular 

repression. We further stress the shameful support for US schemes constituted by 

the participation of Latin American troops in the occupation of Haiti and the need to 

prioritize his retirement as part of a new hemispheric effort in self-defense. 

After 10-year burial of the FTAA, we reaffirm that it is the popular mobilization, its 

strengthening and coordination, building strength beyond borders and 

particularities, which can enable new achievements. As we said in Mar del Plata, it 

is time to "redouble our resistance, strengthen our unity in diversity and convene a 

new and larger continental mobilization to bury the FTAA forever and build 

meanwhile under its momentum, our alternative of a fair, free and united America." 

3 



-Beverly Keene 

2000 Dialogue Jubilee South Argentina 

------------------------------------------------------- 

1
See in this regard, the Memory of the Third Summit of the Peoples of America, 

http://www.enlazandoalternativas.org/IMG/pdf/MEMORIA_CUMBRE_DE_LOS_PUEBLOS.pdf 

2
See the Final Declaration of the 1st International Conference on Debt, Common Goods and Domination_ 

Resistances and Alternatives to the Good Life, June 5th, 2015. 

https://asambleadeudaybienescomunes.wordpress.com/2015/06/15/declaracion-final-de-la-i-conferencia-

internacional-sobre-deuda-bienes-comunes-y-dominacion/ 

3
Final Declaration of the Third Summit of the Peoples of America, Mar del Plata, 11.3.2005 
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The most important of the struggle against the FTAA, however, was not Mar del 

Plata but the confluence of social and political forces that were mobilized 

throughout our America during previous years. That strength and popular unity 

forged from the huge diversity of peoples from Alaska to Tierra del Fuego, was the 

achievement of a truly continental campaign, backed up from places like the 

Continental Social Alliance and the Hemispheric Meetings in Havana, the will of a 

few rulers and the conviction that people are really who transform the world from its 

projection on the existing relations of power. 

The prime tool for this campaign was to hold a referendum in the entire region: a 

tool for dissemination, sensitization, training and unique statement that has 

developed in each country in their own way, always including a graph and common 

questions about the YES or NO to the FTAA. It was a very easy gamble, 

translating the aridest fine print of the negotiating texts, which were also kept 

secret, in an accessible language and the stage of everyday life to reveal its 

implications and galvanize resistance. 

The continental coordination of the campaign, consisting of national joints against 

the FTAA that were complied with and a range of networks and regional 

movements, has fulfilled important functions and to assess the state of 

negotiations, systematize and socialize information and analysis and organize 

regional actions. However, the heart of the campaign, which built the possibility of 

government decisions consistent with the rights of peoples, were the daily efforts in 

every corner of the hemisphere informing, reporting and consulting the public. 

Efforts made even without the support or sometimes against the expressed will of 

governments, which then enabled the burial. 

 

And now? 

10 years after that victory, it is clear that the US strategy to the region has changed 

and that continuous stalking towards the villages , the governments that try 

independent paths, the sovereignty and our common goods will erode the 

achievements and dawning new challenges. While the FTAA sought to unify the 

region under US command and the designed rules to favor their transnational 

corporations, their frustration led to the strengthening of dividing and ruling. Even 

before Mar del Plata, USA had begun the momentum to a number of agreements 

of the same style only bilaterally or subregional. Today, with the new negotiations 

such as the TPP and TISA, is projected an equal interest in restraining everyone, 

but moving slowly, with the most similar (or dependent ...) governments to finally 

leave without air the whole. 

Furthermore, it is clear what we have denounced by raising that the FTAA was not 

alone. From the Jubilee South/Americas network, for example, we are raising the 

need to converge from the NO to the FTAA with the struggles against payment of 



illegitimate and unfair debts and against the militarization and the criminalization of 

social protest. In Argentina like other countries, our referendum, which mobilized 

two million voters, has asked about the FTAA, the debt paying without a previous 

audit, the establishment of foreign military bases. 

In the same vein, at the International Conference on Debt, Common Goods and 

Domination that took place in June in Buenos Aires, we stated that "the problems 

of public debt, the looting of the common goods, the dependence and imperialist 

domination, which define the current production and development model are 

common and central axes of impoverishment, inequality and looting throughout 

Latin America and the Caribbean." 2 For what we resolved to promote in the whole 

region a new Public and Integral Campaign, trying to coordinate and consolidate 

the struggles against various facets of this model including the extractivism of all 

kinds, the usurpation of the territories, the transfer of sovereignty and popular 

repression. We further stress the shameful support for US schemes constituted by 

the participation of Latin American troops in the occupation of Haiti and the need to 

prioritize his retirement as part of a new hemispheric effort in self-defense. 

After 10-year burial of the FTAA, we reaffirm that it is the popular mobilization, its 

strengthening and coordination, building strength beyond borders and 

particularities, which can enable new achievements. As we said in Mar del Plata, it 

is time to "redouble our resistance, strengthen our unity in diversity and convene a 

new and larger continental mobilization to bury the FTAA forever and build 

meanwhile under its momentum, our alternative of a fair, free and united America." 

3 

-Beverly Keene 

2000 Dialogue Jubilee South Argentina 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

1
See in this regard, the Memory of the Third Summit of the Peoples of America, 

http://www.enlazandoalternativas.org/IMG/pdf/MEMORIA_CUMBRE_DE_LOS_PUEBLOS.pdf 
2
See the Final Declaration of the 1st International Conference on Debt, Common Goods and Domination_ 

Resistances and Alternatives to the Good Life, June 5th, 2015. 
https://asambleadeudaybienescomunes.wordpress.com/2015/06/15/declaracion-final-de-la-i-conferencia-

internacional-sobre-deuda-bienes-comunes-y-dominacion/ 
3
Final Declaration of the Third Summit of the Peoples of America, Mar del Plata, 11.3.2005 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.enlazandoalternativas.org/IMG/pdf/MEMORIA_CUMBRE_DE_LOS_PUEBLOS.pdf
https://asambleadeudaybienescomunes.wordpress.com/2015/06/15/declaracion-final-de-la-i-conferencia-internacional-sobre-deuda-bienes-comunes-y-dominacion/
https://asambleadeudaybienescomunes.wordpress.com/2015/06/15/declaracion-final-de-la-i-conferencia-internacional-sobre-deuda-bienes-comunes-y-dominacion/


 


