
CAMPAIGN PRESENTATION

LIFE BEFORE DEBT

Jubilee South/Americas Network is a network of orga-
nizations that, from our territories, investigation 
works, incidence, popular education and political arti-
culation, work to develop, as a collective, actions to 
strengthen the fight for Annulment, No payment and 
Reparation of illegitimate and onerous financial debts 
demanded of our countries. We seek, through the cam-
paign, to place in evidence the destructive impact that 
indebtedness and payment of this illegitimate public 
debt has on the lives of the population and nature. 

In this sense, we have started a new cam-
paign with the goal of strengthening our 
demand for total Annulment of the finan-
cial debt. The campaign is profiled as a 
space to expand on the debate about the 
reasons why we insist on No Payment and 
Annulment instead of prorogue, relief or 
restructuration.

We speak of Annulment, No payment and 
Reparations; of the possibility to unify 
efforts in the world struck by the pande-
mic, assuming it as a new reality that has 
come to stay. The campaign aims to repo-
sition the weight of the debt in public opi-
nion and the political agenda, relating it to 
the social, economic, alimentary and envi-
ronmental crisis that live the majority of 
the population within our region, along 
with the context of the world’s econo-
mic-financial crisis preceding the pande-
mic.

The public financial debt has come to 
generate social and ecological debt, 
increasing the historical debt of industriali-
zed countries with the populations of the 
South. Credits have been destined to 

extractive activities, such as mining and oil 
exploitations; agribusinesses or mega 
infrastructure that are planted within the 
territories displacing communities and 
contaminating their sources of life. The 
debt is paid with the exploitation of the 
population and nature, along with the 
fierce increment of debt within homes. 

From our historical perspective as Jubilee 
South/Americas, we identify a profound 
relationship between the financial debt, 
militarization and criminalization of social, 
political and cultural struggles. In these, 
we rescue as well the imperious necessity 
to speak of the reparation to the crime of 
slavery and conquering of the original 
populations.

The actions structured in the campaign will 
give us the opportunity of deeper reflec-
tion that will enhance the comprehension 
of strategies and the characters involved in 
the processes of indebtedness of our coun-
tries and regions. We know that the envi-
ronmental social-sanitary crisis also gene-
rates multiple geopolitical impacts and we 
must bear witness to those implications.  
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We don’t owe! We don’t pay! 

We are the creditors of an immense social, 
ecological and historical debt!

We convene on July 27th 2020 to analyze, exchange 
and denounce the criminal reality of the debt!
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The starting point is our history, without 
repetitions, but recreating in the light of 
what we are today and the changes that 
are being produced. We start off from our 
history of struggle built in this direction 
and taking into consideration recent stand 
points, related to the impacts of the crisis 
and the pandemic on our populations and 
territories, along with the demands facing 
the politics of specific characters like the 
WB, IMF, IDB and the G20, private specu-
lators, our countries’ governments, trans-
national enterprises and such, for the poli-
tical base of our campaign. 

The campaign will also serve to extend our 
charges on the illegitimacy and illegality of 
the debt and the indebting system. It is a 
challenge to rejuvenate this logic. The 
making of the campaign in this moment 
will also be a central enhancement to the 
work done in our territories, with popula-
tions at high risk and who live the worst 
impacts of indebting politics. 

We call on you all to participate in the 
development of the campaign against 
indebtedness and its devastating impact. 
It is time to fight for a change in system 
and to insist that life be put first before 
debt. 


