JUBILEE SOUTH CARIBBEAN

DEBT AND CLIMATE CHANGE FORUM
IN THE CARIBBEAN
I- Context
Since the beginning of the industrial era,
the colonialist powers have excessively exploited the natural resources of the planet
and of the colonized countries in particular. This situation has favored the continuous degradation of the natural environment and has had devastating impacts on
the lives of the dominated Peoples. Over
the past decades, to increase their capital
and satisfy the market economy advocated
by the capitalist system, the so-called developed countries have emitted increasing
amounts of GHGs which are at the origin of
global warming with disastrous impacts for
small businesses. Island countries including those of the Caribbean region which
are already undergoing severe disturbances. It should be emphasized that those
who suffer the most serious consequences of climate change are the least responsible for this crisis. This constitutes one of

the most serious problems of injustice that
humanity has to face today. To respond
to these continuing threats, governments
are contracting debts with financial institutions, which increase the problems of an
over-indebted Caribbean and reinforces an
exacerbated economic dependence on a
development model based on the overexploitation and commodification of nature.
Since its foundation in 1999, the member
organizations of Jubilee have always supported the demands of the Peoples for an
exemplary process and without concessions of reparations. During the last quarter of 2020 JSA / Caribbean launched a
broad campaign against debt domination
including demands for reparations for the
immense ecological debt contracted with
the Peoples of the region.
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To respond to its mission and prepare meetings that will take place during this year
2021: COP26 in December, in Glasgow, JSA
is organizing on June 9, 16 and 23, 2021,
three forums on the theme: “Debt and
climate change in the Caribbean”.

II- Objective
The objective of this meeting is to create
a space for permanent dialogue between
organizations and social movements in the
region to thwart the attacks of neoliberalism and promote climate justice.

III- Date and Place
The first forum to be held on Wednesday,
June 9, 2021 from 2:00 pm EST will focus on a general diagnosis of the climate
change issue in the Caribbean.
The forum will be carried out from a virtual platform which will facilitate the participation of all countries in the region. There
will also be simultaneous translation into
Creole, English, Spanish and French.
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IV- Program
The program will include 4 presentations, each lasting a maximum of 20 minutes, will
allow speakers to deal with conceptual and theoretical aspects related to the issue of climate change.
•
Welcome remarks and contextualization,
– Moderator, Aldrin Calixte, Haiti.
•
External debt situation in the Caribbean, the climate crisis as a mechanism for
strengthening the region’s dependence.
– Camille Chalmers, PAPDA, Articulación JSA / Caribe. Haití.
•
Viable alternatives, strategies, alliances and immediate actions to advance in the
construction of economic, social, political and cultural relations of harmony between
humans and between humans and nature.
– Gladys Hernández from CIEM, Cuba.
•
Women and climate change, the struggle of women in the Caribbean in the face of
climate change.
– Kandis Sebro from OWTU, Trinidad and Tobago.
•
Perspectives on equity, climate change and ocean economies.
– Alexander Girvan from Trinidad and Tobago.
•
Women’s roles in the struggles for environmental justice.
– Vanessa Uriarte, from “Friends of the Sea”, Puerto Rico.

N.B. At the end of the presentations, participants can speak for questions or
provide clarification.
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