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OVERVIEW 

 

The Republic of Haiti was among the signatories of the creation of the United Nations body. It 

has since then been an active members and participants of most processes. Haiti has decided to 

commit to resolving all UN Sustainable Development Goals of 2030, on November the 3rd of 

2017.  

 

This paper’s aim is to showcase the advancements and/or regression of each goal, and the 

context surrounding them. The report looks at each goal separately while proving substantial 

reports of all that was accomplished [or not]. The report also will draw from empirical research 

done by Haitian as well as foreign organizations and institution, while also looking into current 

and updated state reports. 

 

It is important to note this is one organizational study of the situation – this paper does not reflect 

the opinions or aspirations of the Haitian state. For a more official report, it must be requested 

from the Haitian state directly. This report is done by the Haitian Platform for the Advocacy of 

the Alternative Development (PAPDA).  
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THE REPUBLIC OF HAITI – OVERVIEW 

 

The Republic of Haiti, commonly known as Haiti (Ayiti in Haitian Creole), is an independent 

country located in the Greater Antilles in the Caribbean Sea. It is the Western part of the 2nd 

largest island in the Caribbean, neighboring the Dominican Republic. It occupies one third of 

Hispaniola/Quisqueya. Its land mass is approximately 27,560 sq. km, sharing a 376 Km border 

with its neighbor. It is in the most mountainous island in the Caribbean, with La Selle being its 

highest peak at 2,680 m. It has a tropical climate, with frequent rainy season, as it receives moist 

sea winds from the West. The temperature and rainfall vary between different zones. Haiti is 

prone to natural disasters, especially hurricanes, earthquakes, droughts, and flooding.  

 

Haiti is divided in 10 departments, 41 Districts, 135 Communes and 565 Communal Sections. Its 

capital is in the Ouest department, called Port-au-Prince. Its population will reach 11,067,777 

people (estimation projected for July 2020). The majority of the population is Black (95%), with 

a small mixed and white minority (5%) – it must be noted ancestry proves all Haitians are 

racially and/or ethnically mixed in its family tree. It is a patriarchal society with women 

considered as backbones and nurturers. The primary religions are Christianity (Catholicism, 

Protestantism) and Vodou, with small practices of Islam and other faiths. The official languages 

are French (administrative and academic) and Haitian Creole (Kreyòl Ayisyen, native, spoken by 

everyone).  

 

Haiti is a democratic republic governed by a president elected for 5 years, with a Prime minister. 

The government is composed of 3 branches – executive, legislative, and judiciary. Its highest 

court is La Cour de Cassation, ruled by the Napoleonic Code. Though Haiti has passed many 

constitutions, its latest was adopted on March 10th, 1987, and was amended in 2012. The voting 

age is 18. Citizenship must be of descent by one parent – it is not a birthright.  

 

HISTORY: 

 
Ayti Quisqueya Bohio, meaning “Majestic Land of High Mountains” in the aboriginal Arawak 

Taino language, was inhabited by The Arawaks, dividing into two groups: the majority and 

dominant Taino, and the minority Cinobey. They belong to the Macro-Arahuaca linguistic 

family, which extended from South America and throughout the Caribbean. They live under a 

caciquat system of governance, led by caciques (chiefs). Their belief is animism, and they made 

ceramics cooked in open campfire, worked gold handcrafted for ritual purposes, practiced 

agriculture on spaced mounds, made corn biscuits and mabí beer). 

 

The land was then invaded by Christopher Columbus serving the Spanish Empire, who arrived 

with the three Caravels on the 5th of December 1492. He renamed the island La Espanola, or la 

Isla del Santo Domingo, and thus was born the first Spanish Villa.  For the next 25 to 50 years, 

the entire Arawak population was decimated through violence, slavery and diseases – 

particularly Smallpox. The French buccaneers and filibusters were slowly settling in l’Ile de la 

Tortue (Isle of Tortoise) on the North from Martinique and Guadeloupe, from 1650 to 1660. The 

French, Spanish, and Holy Roman empires were fighting for dominance, till an agreement was 
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reached through the Treaty of Ryswick on September 20th 1697, when France got the western 

part of the island. Now it was Saint Domingue for France and Santo-Domingo for Spain.  

 

After the authorization to kidnap, use and import enslaved Africans in 1517, suggested by 

Charles Quint, the French colonizers began importing the enslaved throughout the 17th century. 

30,000 French colonizers came to Saint Domingue from 1715 to 1787. In 1754, it is estimated 

that the enslaved African population was 172,000 and by 1789 that figure had been tripled to 

450,000 people. 

 

The first slave revolt started in 1791 following the French Revolution two years prior, leading to 

the emancipation of slaves declared in 1793 by commissionaires Sonthonax and Polverel. Saint 

Domingue gained independence on January 1st of 1804, birthing the first Black Republic of the 

world, which was led by Toussaint L’Ouverture and Jean Jacques Dessalines. We must mention 

Francois Mackandal’s 1751 poisoning campaigning jump starting revolutionary attitudes among 

people, and Duty Boukman’s holding the famous Ceremony of Bois Caiman bringing one of the 

most important revolutionary moments in Haitian history. 

 

MODERN HISTORY: 

 

After the declaration of independence, Haiti sought to rebuild itself. It has helped other countries 

reach independence, has aided in other revolutionaries, and so on.  

 

Inn the 20th century, Haiti was faced with much issues: it was invaded and occupied by the U.S. 

in 1915 to 1934. In 1957, Francois Duvalier was elected as president, which he transformed as a 

life-long term; thus, began Duvalierism. It was a brutal dictatorship maintained by the U.S. 

during the Cold War for fear of the Red Scare and communism. Jean-Claude Duvalier, son of 

Francois, succeeds as president on the 22nd of April, 1971. After a powerful uprising, he was 

exiled on February 7th 1986.  

 

There were 2 coup d’états in 1988, followed by the peaceful succession of interim president, 

Mdm. Eartha Pascal Trouillot (Haiti’s first and to date, only female president). Jean Bertrand 

Aristide was elected by a landslide in 1991, then ousted by a coup d’état. He returned and was 

ousted again in 1994. He was once more forced to resigned in 2004, after succeeding René 

Préval in 2001. 

 

On January 12th, 2010, a terrible 7.0 magnitude earthquake destroyed Port-au-Prince. It is 

estimated that over 300,000 people were killed, while approximately 1.5 million were homeless. 

On October 4, 2016, Hurricane Matthew resulted in 500 deaths as well as catastrophic damages 

on various sectors of the economy, particularly agriculture.  
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THE REPUBLIC OF HAITI AND THE UNITED NATIONS – A BRIF HISOTRY 

 

The Republic of Haiti was among the 51 original members which signed the Declaration of the 

United Nations’ Charter in 1945; it is still part of that supranational entity today, which now has 

193 countries on its impressive roster.   

 

Many organizations within and outside of Haiti are currently challenging the U.N. in nationals 

and international courts for human rights violations, after it was been proven that the U.N. 

neglected to take precautionary measures before allowing U.N. peacekeeping solders known as 

MINUSTAH from entering the country. As a result, the cholera epidemic started in 2010, with 

scientific testing proving the strain was Nepalese, and it started in the community where fecal 

dumping were being conducted by U.N. trucks, near the Artibonite River. This factor strains the 

relationship the U.N. has with a majority of Haitians in general. 

 

There are also many cases of human rights abuses, sexual assault, rape, child abandonment, and 

many others that are well documented and are being brought into courts.  

 

 

FROM MDGs TO THE SDGs – OVERVIEW 

 

189 leaders of nation-state were gathered in the U.N. headquarters of New York in September 

2000. They all signed the Millennium Declaration, which contained the eight millennium 

development goals (or MDGs) that seemed realistic, easy to understand, and feasible for 

everyone. The following targets were to be reached in 15 years: 

 

1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger 

2. Achieve universal primary education 

3. Promote gender equality and empower women 

4. Reduce child mortality 

5. Improve maternal health 

6. Combating HIV/AIDs, malaria, and other diseases 

7. Ensure environmental sustainability 

8. Develop a global partnership for development 

 

Though there were significant progress made in all of these goals (especially the 1st one), the 

progress was unevenly distributed / done. Here is some notable progress, according to the UN 

Development Programme background on goals information: 

 

I. More than 1 billion people have been lifted out of extreme poverty (since 1990) 

II. Child mortality dropped by more than half (since 1990) 

III. The number of out of school children has dropped by more than half (since 1990) 

IV. HIV/AIDS infections fell by almost 40 percent (since 2000) 

 

During the U.N. Conference on Sustainable Development [commonly known as Rio+20] which 

took place in Brazil from the 20th to the 22nd of June 2012, member states launched the process to 

develop to build an agenda after the MDGs. In July 2014, the UN General Assembly Open 
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Working Group [OWG] proposed the 17 SDGs to receive approval. On the 2nd of August 2015, 

the document titled Transforming Our World: The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

was concluded. This important document was adopted on September 25, 2015, with 169 specific 

targets under each of the 17 SDGs. 

 

Here are the Sustainable Development Goals: 

 

1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere 

2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote sustainable 

agriculture 

3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages 

4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote life-long learning 

opportunities for all 

5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls 

6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all 

7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all 

8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive 

employment, and decent work for all 

9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization, and 

foster innovation 

10. Reduce inequality within and among countries 

11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable 

12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 

13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts 

14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas, and marine resources for sustainable 

development 

15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage 

forests, combat desertification, halt and reverse land degradation, and halt biodiversity 

loss 

16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to 

justice for all, and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels 

17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership for 

sustainable development 
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EVALUATION OF THE SDGs – METHODOLOGY 

 

Each goal will be separately evaluated on the national and/or regional perspective. The data will 

vary; it may come from a combination of sources – national, international, organizational, 

governmental, and so on. Since PAPDA is a private advocacy organization, this report is in no 

way, shape or form representative of the opinions and interests of the Republic of Haiti.  

 

Each SGD will have 2 sections – a Country Vision and a Situation Explained. The country 

vision will lay out the development plans for each SDG, taken from the The 2014 Haiti Strategic 

Development Plan, also known as the Poverty Reduction Plan. This plan has been developed 

since 2012, and revised in 2014. It is continuously revised but remains the reference for state 

development strategy. This document’s aim is to make Haiti an emerging country. Though it was 

initially created to tackle the Millennium Development Goals, it is also being applied to address 

Sustainable Development Goals. The situation explained section will go in detail on why and 

how each issue came about, with national context.  

 

Each Country Vision will have a table presenting programs and sub-programs related to each 

SDG. It must be noted that the prices are in Haitian Gourdes. The estimations are from 2014 

without accounting for inflation or currency depreciation. To convert the prices in USD, one 

must use the conversion rate of 2014.  

 

This report will use the SDG tracker initiatives, as well as indicators and targets to better guide 

the readers. It will be peer-reviewed by local organization verifying the SDGs matching their 

area of expertise for rectification, correction, modification, and approval.  
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SDG 1 – NO POVERTY 

 

The first SDG is very explicit and clear: “end poverty in all its forms everywhere.”  

 

Haiti is still known today as the poorest country in the Western Hemisphere. Though this isn’t 

true in terms of natural resources, potential markets, labor force, geopolitical positionality within 

the Caribbean, and so on, it is very true and very tangible when analyzing the national economy 

and social life through traditional Western standards of development.  

 

In 2019, Haiti’s Gross Domestic Product [or GDP] was reported to be worth $US 10 billion, 

which only amounts to 0.01% of the world economy according to Trading Economics. The GDP 

Per Capita is $US 784 (Loop Haiti 2020), the lowest rate in the Caribbean.  

 

The percentage of Haitians living below the poverty line is 60%, with 25% living under the 

extreme poverty line (Le Nouvelliste 2020). This number increased from the 2012 estimations of 

58,2% (CIA Factbook). Unemployment rates are as high as 40,6%, with this rate being 

exponentially higher in the capital, at 60% (BTI 2018, OCHA 2020). 

 

Country Vision:  

 

The Haiti Strategic Development Plan [or PSDH as its French acronym] was developed in 2014, 

laying out all the activities that must be done in the next 20 years to ensure Haiti reduces the 

rates of poverty to make it an emerging country, in accordance with the 1st SDG as well as the 1st 

MDG. The PSDH are long-term, with the framework of reconstruction centering on four major 

areas: territorial reform, economic reform, social reform, and institutional reform. The overall 

work was then divided into seven 3-year development framework (IMF 2014). The total cost at 

the time was estimated to be 310 billion gourdes, or USD 7.115 billion (converted by USD 1 =  

43.5 gourdes in 2014).  

 

For the 2014-2016 period, here were the government priorities: 

 

Education and human and social development 

The environment and reform and development of the territory 

The economy and employment  

Energy; and 

The rule of law and democracy. 

 

here are the following goals for Priority# 3 – The Economy and Employment: 

- Multiply job creation 

- Promote promising sectors with a high value-added  

- Increase income and build capacities in communities  

- Improve the balance of payments and increase GDP  

- Increase government income  
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- Modernize and increase the production, processing, and distribution capacity of farm 

products and manufactures   

- Increase food self-sufficiency 

 

In terms of tackling poverty, the general aim of the Restructuring and Development of The 

Regions Program was to increase national wealth, reduce economic vulnerability, increase 

economic life participation and reduce social inequalities by implementing Job Creation to  

observe the following progress indicators in 2016: 

  

a) Increase in number of jobs per person by 7% 

b) Number of jobs created (all sectors together) by 100,000 

c) Increase in average annual income by 7% 

d) Improved energy coverage by 10% 

e) Number of persons/year in highly labor-intensive projects by 300,000 

 

Furthermore, in the 2014 Haiti Strategic Development Plan, the Martelly government promised 

“slightly more than 15 percent of the PTI 2014-2016 will be invested directly in Haiti’s 

economic rebuilding, mainly in modernizing and stimulating agriculture, stock raising, and 

fishing (23 billion gourdes).” All the programs for the Great Project 2 – Economic 

Reconstruction are dedicated to improving the economy; however, one program is entirely 

focused on labor: 

 

 Program 2.8.  DEVELOPMENT OF EMPLOYMENT  

2.8.1.  Setting up a forum for labor market partners  

2.8.2.  Implementing highly labor-intensive projects  

2.8.3.  Increasing labor productivity and the employability of workers 

 

 

 

List of projects proposed for Great Project 2: Economic reconstruction 

Projects PTI 2014-2016 

Name/Purpose of Sub-Project Total Price (GOURDES) 

G.P2 - Economic reconstruction  47 848 683 820 

Program 2.8: Develop employment  4 350 000 000 
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Situation Explained: 

 

It must be noted that prior to 2010, Haiti’s national plans to reduce poverty were working. The 

country had significantly improved in several areas, though much of it can be attributed to the 

influx of foreign aid (IMF 2014, BTI 2020). In 2010 however, many devastating events changed 

the course of the country – the earthquake in January, the Cholera epidemic during the summer, 

and Hurricane Thomas in November. 

 

Corruption and political instability are Haiti’s biggest blockades to continuous progress. Haiti 

ranks 168th out of 180 countries, according to the 2019 Transparency International Corruption 

Perceptions Index (Haiti Libre, Trading Economics 2020). It has fallen from the 161st place in 

2018, and 157th place in 2017, while simultaneously occupying the 2nd most corrupt country in 

the Caribbean (Haiti Libre 2019). Haiti also has a Gini coefficient score of 0.61, which makes it 

the 2nd most unequal country in the world, where the richest owns over 60% of the national 

wealth (WFP 2016). 

 

The departure of President 

Martelly left office in 2015 

created inflation and 

unstable macroeconomic 

conditions; it also wasted 

the surplus and 

deteriorated fiscal and debt 

policy. In 2016, the interim 

government attempted to 

control inflation and 

increase the national 

bank’s reserve by limiting 

public expenditures (BTI 

2018). As of 2020, Haiti’s 

been suffering a high 

inflation rate of 20,30%, 

according to the latest 

observations of the 

country’s central bank, la 

Banque de la Republique 

d’Haiti [BRH] (Le Nouvelliste 2020). This rate is caused by an accumulation of all those afro-

mentioned problems, who are in turn exacerbating the existing problems related to hunger, 

poverty, an under-development, and vice-versa. Both the World Bank and Haiti’s Central Bank 

[BRH] are predicting a negative growth number varying from - 0,5 to -1.4 for the GDP (Le 

Nouvelliste 2020, Haiti Libre 2019). 

 

Recently, the Haitian Supreme Court (Cour de Cassation) along with other national entities have 

unveiled one of the biggest corruption scandals after an intensive and comprehensive 

investigation, which implicated 2 governments and officially accused many officials of fraud and 

Figure 1. Haiti Inflation Rate 1984 - 2024 - Statista 2020 
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money laundering – this report is commonly known as the PetroCaribe Funds case. Due to the 

misuse of those important funds, each Haitian owes $US 163 to the Venezuelan state (Le 

Nouvelliste 2019).  

 

Natural disasters are continuous in Haiti, due to its geographical location and its climate. Climate 

change is also contribution to the prevalence of those unfortunate events. Haiti’s 2010 

earthquake remains one of the deadliest events in human history, and 2016’s hurricane Matthew 

destroyed 80% of the south’s agricultural crops. Haiti currently ranks 16th in the World Risk 

Index, and 4 in the Global Climate Risk Index (Relief Web, Germanwatch 2019). 

 

According to the CIA World Factbook, Haiti is “a free market economy with low-labor costs and 

tariff-free access to the US for many of its exports.” This fact is a major contribution to the 

increasing poverty levels throughout the country, because the U.S. – being one of the biggest 

traders of goods and services – has been dumping their mass-produced and subsidized products 

in the Haitian market, crippling the national economy. This is especially true in the agricultural 

sector, with the production of grains and fruits being the most affected by continuously growing 

imports.  

 

As of 2019, Haiti is ranked 169th on the Human Development Index, with a Multidimensional 

Poverty Index of 0.2000 – meaning, 41.3% of the population are multidimensionally poor, and 

21.8% are at risk (UNDP 2019).  

 

 
Figure 2. Human Development Report UNDP 2019 
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SDG 2 – END HUNGER 

 

The 2nd SDG is to “end hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote 

sustainable agriculture.” It must be noted that hunger-related rates and statistics have registered a 

significant drop around the world in the last 20 years. 

 

Haiti ranks 111th of the 117 countries in the 2019 Global Hunger Index, which is “the worst 

performance in the entire American continent,” because approximately half of the Haitian 

population cannot regularly meet their basic calorie needs (Haiti Libre 2020).  

 

 

 

In 2020, approximately 40% of Haitians, or 4,1 million people, are experiencing food insecurity, 

including 1,2 million people in extreme situations: that’s a 79% increase in 2019 alone from 2,6 

million people experiencing food insecurity. 29% are women, and 43% are children. It is 

alarming to note that in 2020, 65,530 children under the age of 5 suffer from malnutrition, which 

is 2% of the total number. The gender gap is also troubling, with more girls (34,076) being 

disproportionately more affected than boys (31,454); also, 50% of women are anemic (OHCHR 

2020; OCHA 2020).  

 

Food insecurity is highest in the provinces, especially in North-East, Grand’Anse and South. The 

rates of malnourishments rose to 10% in the departments of North-West and South-East (OCHA 

2020). 

 

 

Figure 3. Global Hunger Index 2019 
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Hunger 

Chart 
detailing 

Food 

insecurity 

throughout 

the territory, 

by 

department, 

total 

population, 

and people 

within 

determine 

population 

facing food 

insecurity. 

The blue circles represent the places where people are experiencing food insecurity, and the 

blue hues details the severity of each town/city of the food security needs.  

Figure 4. N. of People in Need; Aperçu Des Besoins Humanitaires Haïti- OCHA 2020 

Figure 5. Visual Representation of Nutritional Needs; Aperçu Des Besoins Humanitaires Haïti- OCHA 2020 
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Country Vision: 

 

The Haitian Constitution of 1987, amended in 2012, recognized the right to access to food for 

all. Haiti has also ratified the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 

(ICESCR) on October 8, 2013, which focuses on the right to “be free from hunger” (JS OHCHR 

2020). 

 

Part of the Haiti Strategic Development Plan was focused on agricultural growth and food 

security: On the 2014-2016 Framework for The Accelerated, Balanced Growth Of The Economy 

And Poverty Reduction, one of the goals was “Improving food security conditions” by increasing 

the agricultural and livestock production, while simultaneously reducing food dependence. The 

government at the time recognized that much of the rural livelihood depended on employment 

through the agricultural sector (IMF 2014). The four goals this plan aimed to achieve by 2016 

were: 

 

a) Increased volume of agricultural and animal production by 10%  

b) Decreased volume of imported agricultural food products by 10% 

c) Increased volume of fish products consumed by 2% 

d) Reduction of the relative value of the basic food basket by 1% 

e) Extending school cafeteria services by an annual increase of the access to appropriate 

meals at school by 10% 

 

 

List of projects proposed for Great Project 1: territorial reconstruction 

Projects PTI 2014-2016 

Name/Purpose of Sub-Project Total Price (GOURDES) 

Program 1.1: management and development of 

land use 
35 586 271 746 

Strengthen food security 71 408 556 

Fight against food insecurity 182 000 000 

Improve the information system monitoring food 

security in the 10 geographic departments 14 000 000 

Draw up a national policy on food security  5 000 000 

  

  

 

Situation Explained: 

 

 Haiti is a land rich with much potentiality in terms of food production and security. It was self-

sufficient in food during the 1980’s (JS OHCHR 2020). It has “favorable climatic conditions 
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year-round” for cultivation, with 3 production cycles:  the spring season (from March to July); 

the summer/fall season  (from July to November); and the fall/winter season (from November to 

March) (FEWS Net 2018). 

 

Perhaps the biggest contributor to the ongoing hunger crisis in Haiti is the lack of national food 

production. Though a big portion of Haiti’s GDP is generated from agriculture, 22,7% since 

2017 providing 38.1% of the labor force (CIA Factbook) agriculture is no longer a focus of the 

state, and Haiti is nutritionally dependent upon imports and aid.  

 

Trade liberalization occurred during the 90s, where tariffs dropped from 35% to 3% in 1995. 

This phenomenon has demonstrated that Haitian food production cannot compete with the 

subsidized and mass-produced food production of other countries, especially its biggest trade 

partners, which are the U.S. and the Dominican Republic (BTI, FEWS Net 2018). This general 

laissez-faire attitude towards favorizing foreign trade over national production has resulted in a 

negative trade balance, with Haiti importing (at 51%) more than it exports (21%) (World Bank 

2016). 

 

The most infamous example of the lack of competitiveness in international trade is with rice, 

which is the most important cereal of the country, with an average consumption of 50 Kg per 

person (FEWS Net 2020). It was also victim of dumping by international trade partners; now, 

imported rice cost less than locally produced rice (JS OHCHR 2020).  

 

Governmental disinterest, especially the Martelly government’s lack of leadership and 

seriousness in the agricultural sector, is another contributor o the downfall of food security. The 

promises of prioritizing that sector had turn out to be utterly false and misleading (BTI 2018). As 

reported by the Jubilee South 2020 document on the OHCRH: 

 

In 2013, former President Martelly declared the "Year of the Environment" but allocated 

only US$42.4 million - or 1.5% - of the total national budget for 2013/2014.   […] 

Promises were also made by Martelly to make Haiti food self-sufficient within three 

years […] Instead, budgets for the Ministry of Agriculture were slashed from US$226.4 

million in 2012 to a proposed US$164.7 million in 201338.   

 

One of the biggest corruption stories in relation to food insecurity is the programme supported 

and funded by Venezuela through PetroCaribe funds called ABA Grangou (Down with Hunder), 

which received US$ 30 million. The funds were divested to the private sector, and the 

Commission for the Fight Against Hunder and Malnutrition (COLFAM) never received funding 

to complete its goal of hunger eradication by 2025 by investing in local/national agriculture. 

Instead, short terms actions such as cash transfers and food kit distributions were made (JS 

OHCHR 2020). 

 

Under the PHTK administrations, agriculture is massively neglected in the national budget, 

though it represents a considerable portion of the GDP. Private investments favored 

manufacturing, as well as import subsidies. Those factors have led to the decline of the per capita 

agricultural production. Haiti now produces 40% of what it consumes (OHCHR 2020). 
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 Another important contributor to Haiti’s food insecurity is climate change, which is causing 

more droughts, flooding, hurricanes, and less rain. Haiti ranks 6th out of 198 countries in the 

Global Climate Change Vulnerability Index, 16th in the World Risk Index, and 4th in the Global 

Climate Risk Index (Relief Web, Germanwatch 2019; JS OHCHR 2020). Haiti’s soil also suffers 

from erosion due to deforestation.  

 

For the past 3 years, Haiti has been experiencing droughts due to irregular or insufficient rainfall; 

this is crucial because agricultural production is mostly rainfed (FEWS Net 2018, JS OHCHR 

2020). Droughts have been severe in the North-East, North-West, Nippes, and West. There has 

also been a 12% reduction in crop production throughout 2019 (OCHA 2020). On the other 

hand, the effects of El Nino 

can be strongly felt. For 

instance, the 2016 Hurricane 

Matthew caused the loss of 

lives, infrastructure damages, 

loss of livestock and fishery, 

to the amount of 38 billion 

gourdes, which is 7% of GDP 

(IFRCS 2020).  

 

Socio-political insecurity is 

aggravating food insecurity in 

Haiti. Last year alone, there 

have been several lockdowns  

known as “peyi lòk” – 

characterized by looting, 

destruction of property, 

kidnappings, killings, and 

other forms of violence. This 

insecurity, also accounting the 

lack of government and the inefficacy of a police force, is dampening confidence for crop sales 

and cultivation (UNSC 2020).  

 

Governmental misfunctions are also detrimental to receiving funding or simply getting work 

done: the Haitian state did not received an important US$ 229 million loan with 0% interest rate 

from the International Monetary Fund due to an absence of a complete central government 

(characterized by the lack of a Prime Minister), as well as a lack of an approved and adopted 

national budget. 

Inflation, the increase of food prices, and the depreciation of the national currency are also major 

contributors to food insecurity (OCHA 2020). 

 

There has been some canteen programmes, or school feeding programs, with other organizations 

such as the World Food Programme that has help relieve immediate food insecurity for children.  

According to the 2019 WFP Country Brief, 147,870 people benefited from emergency food 

assistance, with food commodities delivered to 152 schools across the most vulnerable 

departments. There has also been an amount of US$1,032,094 distributed through cash-based 

Figure 6. Rainfall Measurements in mm and NDVI 2020 – FEWS Net 2020 



 

10 | PAPDA 

 

transfers (WFP 2019).  It can be argued that those initiatives do help relieve some families, but 

this sort of practice cannot go on: it does create a state of dependence. There must be direct 

investments into the agricultural sector 

for any long-term improvements to be 

made. 

 

This 2020 OCHA Humanitarian 

Overview chart shows the amount of 

funding are allocated to food insecurity 

issues for NGOs. If those amounts could 

be direct investments into the food 

infrastructures, and not simply given to 

institutions, the nutritional situation could 

rapidly change – provided that Haiti does 

possess a progress-driven and honest 

government.  

 

Other noteworthy causes of food 

insecurity are: lack of financing, pests 

and diseases, outdated soil practices, soil 

degradation, lack of proper storage, and 

lack of subsidies/investments. (FEWS 

Net 2018). 

 

 

Figure 7. Humanitarian funding overview – OCHA 2020 
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SDG 3 – GOOD HEALTH & WELL-BEING 

 

The 3rd SDG is to “3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages.”  

 

Despite the current socio-political situation in Haiti, progress can still be noted in the various 

health sectors. For the last 3 decades, the mortality rates of adults and children have dropped in 

Haiti, as well as its cases of several diseases such as tuberculosis, malaria, cholera, and so on. 

The Ministry of Public Health and Population (MSPP for its French acronym) has done 

considerable efforts in previous administration to work with international organizations to reduce 

many problems that were plaguing the society decades ago.  

 

HIV prevalence among adults decreased in 2013, from 325/100,00 to 244/100,000; then 

continuously decreased by 0.2% in 2017, with a rate of 2.7%, and finally to 2.0% in 2018 

(USAID, IFRC, CIA Factbook 2020). Life expectancy has gone up; meanwhile, infant mortality 

rate, child mortality rate, and maternal mortality rate has decreased over decades.  

The graphs above and below demonstrate the improvement of the overall Haitian life expectancy, with 

a rate of 63.29 years in 2017; today, it is at 64.11 years (Trading Economics 2018, Macrotrends 2020). 

This is a considerable jump from the 90s, with life expectancy as low as 54.6 years (USAID 2020). 

Figure 8. Life Expectancy at Birth from 1960 to 2017 – KNOEMA.COM 2017 

Figure 9. Expectancy at Birth - Trading Economics 

As noted by 

the USAID/ 

Haiti 

Strategic 

Framework 

2018-2020, 

this jump 

represents a 

20.8% 

improvement 

in the Human 

Development 

Index 
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The Under-5 Mortality rate has also decreased, with a notable sharp increase caused by the 2010 

earthquake. In 1990, this rate was a staggering 145.8/1,000 live births; in 2017, that rate was 

81/1,000 live births (USAID 2020).  

 

 

The infant mortality rate has also decreased by 23% in 2017, leading to 49.5/1,000 live births in 

2018, and 42.6/1,000 live births in 2020 (Trading Economics 2018, CIA Factbook 2020). 

 

 

Figure 10. Under-Five Mortality Rate - UNICEF 2018 

Figure 11. Under-Five Mortality Rate - UNICEF 2018 
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Haiti’s fertility rate has also gradually decreased, from 5.8 births/woman in 1970, to 3.020 

births/woman in 2016, and finally 2.874 births/woman in 2019 (Knoema 2020). 

 

 
Figure 12. Fertility Rate - KNOEMA 2019 

 

For the first time since the cholera outbreak in October 2010, Haiti has registered ZERO active 

cases and ZERO death – an immense victory brought by the hard work of local and international 

organizations, as well as the Ministry of Public Health and Population [or MSPP]. 

 

 

The light blue areas are 

suspected cases, and the 

dark blue line represents 

the percentage of 

confirmed active cases. 

 

Notice the blue line 

remains flat and steady 

throughout 2019, from 

Feb. to Nov. 

 

Figure 13. N. of Suspected Cholera Cases and Percentage of Positive Cases (18-19) - MSPP 2020 
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Figure 14. Incidents/Cases of Cholera - MSPP 2020 

 

There are some concerns with a few rates, however. The neonatal mortality rate increased, from 

26.01/1000 lives births in 2018 to 32/1,000 lives births in 2020 (UNICEF 2018, OCHA 2020). 

The maternal mortality rate also increased from 359 deaths per 100,000 live births in 2015, go 

529/100,000 live births in 2020 – Haiti has the highest maternal mortality rate in the Americas 

(Macrotrends 2015, OCHA 2020). Vaccination rates have decreased over the years, which 

increase the risks of the resurgence of preventable diseases such as measles. 

 

 

This map shows the 

last areas with 

confirmed cases in 

week 8 of 2019 

Figure 15. Vaccination Coverage - PAHO 2018 
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Country Vision: 

 

The 2014 Haiti Strategic Development Plan [or PSDH] stated that an “increase access to health 

services” is a general objective of the Priority N.1 of government priorities focusing on 

Education and Human/Social Development for the 3-year period of 2014 to 2016. Here are 

detailed programs and sub-programs about the Great Project 3, which focused on Social 

Reconstruction: 

 

Program 3.3 - INCREASING ACCESS TO HEALTH SERVICES  

 

3.3.1.  Setting up university hospital centers at the three major regional development poles  

3.3.2.  Establishing reference hospitals at the regional development poles  

3.3.3.  Establishing community reference hospitals at the local development poles  

3.3.4.  Setting up health centers with beds in the communes  

3.3.5. Setting up health centers without beds in the communes  

3.3.6.  Fighting endemic and epidemic diseases  

3.3.7.  Putting in place a school health program  

3.3.8. Identifying and providing services for persons in difficulty  

3.3.9.  Strengthening implementation of health and population policies 

 

This Plan also included providing social security for workers, which is essential to further enlarge access 

to healthcare: 

 

Program 3.7: ESTABLISHING A SOCIAL INSURANCE SYSTEM FOR ALL WORKERS 

  

3.7.1.  Extending social insurance to all workers  

 

3.7.2.  Strengthening the operation and improving the profitability of the social insurance 

system 
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The following chart further details the cost of each program and its subprograms. 

 

List of projects proposed for Great Project 1: territorial reconstruction 

Projects PTI 2014-2016 

Name/Purpose of Sub-Project Total Price (GOURDES) (3 YEARS) 

3.3 Improve/Enlarge access to healthcare services  18 759 115 680 

Establish referral hospitals in the regional 

development zones   
116 520 247 

Establish community referral hospitals in the local 

development zones  1 450 450 000 

Establish in-patient health centers in the communes   676 000 000 

Establish out-patient health centers in commune 

divisions   861 500 000 

Fight endemic diseases and epidemics  2 870 882 582 

Create a health program for schools 51 500 000 

Identify and treat persons at risk  116 825 000 

Strengthen the enforcement of policies related to 

health and population  5 212 604 853 

3.7 Establish a social insurance system for all 

workers   104 400 000 

Extend social insurance to all workers  60 900 000 

Strengthen the operations and improve the 

profitability of the system of social insurance  10 875 000 

 

Situation Explained: 

 

We must state the current ongoing political crisis and corruption are degrading any efforts 

previously made. Less and less money is being allocated to the public health system when one 

analyzes the budget.  

 

In 2016, Haiti’s health expenditure was only about 5.4% of its GDP, a sharp decrease from 2011. 

Figure 16. Health Expenditure - KNOEMA 2016 
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Haiti was classed as the 34th of the 34 countries in the Americas in terms of health spending in 

the 2017 [PHO] Pan-American Health Organization’s Health in the Americas report. In 2020, 

that expenditure was down to just 2%, among the lowest in the world, though the World Health 

Organization recommends 6%, and the PHO recommends 15% (OCHA Le Nouvelliste 2020). 

That ongoing trend of spending less on health-related affairs dates to 20 years. 

 

There are no welfare or safety net systems in place, which explains the near-inexistent state of 

the Haitian public health system (BIT 2018). Poverty exacerbates this factor: only 10% of the 

population have formal employment, and therefore can benefit from the basic public pension 

coverage. 40% of the population cannot access health services, though along with food and 

education, comprises of large spending for impoverished households (FEWS Net 2015, 2018). 

This is especially true in rural areas, due to the over-centralization of health care round the 

capital city and other major cities. Only 31% of the general population can therefore access 

health care services (OCHA 2020). 

 

Despite defeating the unfortunate cholera epidemic, Haiti is still not prepared in the event of 

another disease outbreak. As of March 19th 2020, the COVID 19 pandemic has officially been 

announced to have entered the country. The government, though having approximately 2 months 

to prepare for the eventuality of such a situation, did nothing to stop this from happening.  On the 

contrary, there was much resistance to alert other governments and close borders, limit or stop 

travels, and properly educate the population on the matter. Now, Haitians are skeptic about the 

existence of the virus, the government’s official numbers, etc.  

 

With every hurricane or flooding comes the risk of contamination. Vaccination rates are 

declining, the risks of preventable and curable deaths are rising. In 2012, 45.2% of children 

received their 8 life-saving vaccines, but this number decreased 41.4% in 2017 (USAID 2020). 

For instance, malaria and tuberculosis are persistent; malaria is still endemic with 4,603 cases 

resulting in 5 deaths in 2019, and tuberculosis increased from 14,222 in 2010 to 16,431 in 2015 

(OCHA 2020, IFRC 2020). As 2020 the OCHA Humanitarian Overview blatantly states: “The 

island of Hispaniola is the only island in the Caribbean where malaria transmission remains 

endemic 

 

Due to continuous and growing brain drain, there’s an inability to retain and progressively 

construct a solid network of doctors, nurses, care-providers, etc. As noted by the USAID 

Strategic Framework 2018-2020: “despite spending 90 percent of its domestic health budget on 

human resources, attracting and retaining qualified health professionals is a chronic struggle for 

the Ministry of Health.” This factor explains the low physician density of 0.23 physicians/1,000 

population in 2018 (CIA Factbook 2018). Officially, there are 0,6414 health professionals per 

1,000 inhabitants, which includes midwives, nurses, and doctors; the WHO recommendation is 

2.5/,1000 (OCHA 2020).  

 

Aside from high multidimensional poverty, socio-economic turmoil and unprecedented 

corruption, there are other factors contributing to the near-inexistence of public services – despite 

the observed improvements on the aforementioned rates; it is important to remark the very-same 

problems caused by that sector, are exacerbating the problems in that sector simultaneously 

because it is a vicious cycle. Problems such as lack of proper sanitation, lack of access to 
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clean/treated water, hygienic miseducation, resurgence of preventable diseases, malnutrition, 

lack of educational/professional training [for health professionals], and so on. The socio-political 

situation along with violence also diminish the very-limited resources.  

 

Those issues aggravate the lives of prisoners, who frequently die of poor health care services 

according to the 2020 OHCHR report on Haiti: “Health Through Walls reported that unsanitary 

conditions and overcrowding led to high rates of tuberculosis and other communicable diseases.” 

Though the death rate has decreased by the end of 2019, it is still reprehensible to allow such 

human rights abuses to go on. 

 

To resume the situation, here is a compilation of different charts from the 2020 OCHA 

Humanitarian Review report: 

 

Nature of Problem # of People 

affected 

%   of the 

Severity of 

the Prob. 

%   of 

people in 

Extreme 

Situation   

Health-Related 2.2 Million 76 24 60% 48% 

Cholera 145 K 100  50% 22% 

Physical/Mental 

Well-being 
4,1 Million   29% 

2% 

(Under 5) 

Life Expectancy 

Problems 1,6 Million   

35% 

(+13% 

Pregnant) 

51% 

 

The areas commonly affected by one or multiple of those aforementioned issues are: 

West, North-West, Grand’Anse, and South. 

The blue circles represent the places where people are experiencing health-related problems, and the 

blue hues details the severity of each town/city of the health and well-being needs. 

Figure 17. Visual Representation of Health-related Needs - OCHA 2020 
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SDG 4 – QUALITY EDUCATION  

 

The 4th SDG is to “ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote life-long 

learning opportunities for all.” 

 

Haiti has done immense progress for its educational system and access since the end of the 

Duvalier regime. More children are enrolled in schools, and the number of high school graduates 

has steadily increased. We can improvements through the literacy rate, which has increased to 

61.69% for 15 years and older, with 82% for 15-24 age group 

 

Figure 18. Literacy Rate - UNESCO 2016 
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The primary school 

enrollment rate went 

up from 47% in 1993 

to 88% in 2011 (IFRC 

2020); with this same 

rate being 67% for 

pre-school 3-5 years 

(WFP 2016).  

 

In 1986, the school 

life expectancy was 

0.05133 years; in 

2016, it increased to 

9.5 years (UNICEF, 

Trading Economics).  

 

Despite those progress, there are many problems that need urgent investing and evaluation. The 

primary enrollment rate has decreased currently at 75% (USAID 2020) Haiti still has the lowest 

literacy rate in the Western Hemisphere, with 23% of the population being illiterate, with this 

rate rising to 30% in rural areas, and one half of 15 and older age groups are also illiterate (HRW 

2019, USAID 2020). It is reported that in 2015, people aged of 25 or more only had 5 years of 

schooling (WHO 2015).  

 

There’s a painfully obvious gender gap to literacy as well, as demonstrated by the following 

graph, with men having a higher literacy (65.28%) rate than women (58.3%); those rates 

experienced a decrease from 2012, with 79% for males and 74% for females.  

 

 
Figure 20. . Illiteracy in Population - UNESCO 2016 

Figure 19. School Life Expectancy; Tertiary - Trading Economics 1986 
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In 2012, the proportion of children out of school was 4.5916. Today, there are 320,000 school-

age children that aren’t receiving education. Due to poor education quality, both the repetition 

and the dropout 

rates are high, by 

15% and 13% 

respectively (WFP 

2020).  

 

In primary 

education, Haiti is 

ranked as 130th of 

140 countries. For 

the quality of its 

higher education, 

the country ranks 

135th.  

 

 

 

The Haitian government isn’t transparent with its educational expenditures. According to the 

CIA Factbook, education spending was at 2.4% of total GDP in 2016, ranking 162nd in the world. 

80% of that national budget for education is obtained through international donors (BTI 2018). 

Country Vision: 

 

The 2014 Haiti Strategic Development Plan [or PSDH] has included education as part of its 

priority N. 1 that needed reform and subsidizing for its 3-year plan: 

 Ensure access to basic education  

 Increase access to secondary, occupation, technical, and university education 

 

Here are the indicators and targets insuring the implementation and success of the 2014-2016 

Framework for The Accelerated, Balanced Growth Of The Economy And Poverty Reduction  

Figure 21. Proportion of Out-of-School (Primary) - Trading Economics 2012 

Figure 22. Education Expenditure - UNESCO 2018 
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 Fighting social exclusion that will lead to “an increase in school attendance and citizen 

involvement, as well as increased participation in economic activity on the part of 

women, youth, and persons with disabilities”  

a) Increased number of children enrolled in school by 10% 

b) Increased number of participation in civic activities by 10% 

c) Increased number of youth in training or internship programs by 10% 

d) Increased number of persons with disabilities in the labor market by 10% 

e) Reduction of extreme poverty by 10% 

   

Here are detailed programs and sub-programs about the Great Project 3, which focused on Social 

Reconstruction: 

 

Program 3.1 STRENGTHENING HIGHER EDUCATION AND VOCATIONAL AND 

TECHNICAL TRAINING  

3.1.1.  Putting in place networks of university centers at regional development poles 

3.1.2.  Putting in place regional centers of vocational and technical training  

3.1.3.  Setting up a research and innovation support fund  

3.1.4.  Ensuring financing of specialized scholarships  

  

Program 3.2.  INCREASING ACCESS TO PRESCHOOL, PRIMARY, AND SECONDARY 

EDUCATION  

3.2.1.  Establishing primary schools in the communal sections  

3.2.2.  Establishing high schools in the communes  

3.2.3.  Establishing a basic school for certification of vocational skills at each local 

development pole  

3.2.4.  Creating training classes for adults and children outside the system  

3.2.5.  Extending school cafeteria services  

3.2.6.  Providing early childhood services  

3.2.7.  Eradicating illiteracy  

3.2.8.  Promoting gender equality in education 

 

Program 3.8.  ORGANIZING SOCIAL SOLIDARITY  

3.8.2.  Building a special education center for children with special needs at each local 

development pole 
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The following chart further details the cost of each program and its subprograms 

List of projects proposed for Great Project 3: Social reconstruction 

Projects PTI 2014-2016 

Name/Purpose of Sub-Project Total Price (GOURDES) (3 YEARS) 

Program 3.1: Strengthen higher education and 

professional/technical training  
4 589 171 503 

Establish networks of university centers in the 

regional development areas 
2 300 621 560 

Establish regional networks of professional/technical 

training centers 
1 940 549 943 

Establish a fund to support research and innovation 174 000 000 

Finance scholarships for specialized studies 174 000 000 

Program 3.2: Enlarge access to pre-school, 

primary, and secondary schooling  
21 017 360 292 

Establish primary schools in commune divisions 14 837 863 584 

Establish lycées in the communes 2 954 175 000 

Establish a basic school for application and 

certification of professional training in each local 

development zone 

484 406 990 

Establish training courses for seniors and children 

left out of the system 
180 000 000 

Generalize the provision of school cafeterias 1 858 887 664 

Take on the care of early childhood 4 175 000 

Eradicate illiteracy 697 852 054 

Program 3.8: Organize social solidarity  2 233 250 000 

Construct a safe workshop in each of the local 

development zones 
107 000 000 

 

Situation Explained: 

 

As mentioned before, most Haitians [especially those living in the rural zones] do not have much 

purchasing or saving power to do any activities in a country where the safety net is near-

inexistent. The over-centralization of the educational system, as well as its near privatization, 

ensure that children from the most financially vulnerable families either remain out of the 

schooling system altogether, or have the highest chance of both dropout and repetition.  

 

Since, much like health services, educational services are privatized, it explains why so many 

children (320,000) are out of the system altogether. Also, the public-school system receives only 

20% of educational pupils (most of whom work at private establishments) while 85 to 90% of 

[primary] schools are privately operated for profit or by missionaries and NGOs (WFP, USAID 

2020). In 2014, it was estimated that 26.5% of 15 or older age group had to borrow money to 
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handle education-related fees; we must remember that since a majority of schools are private, the 

extra fees must also be taken care of by whoever is responsible – books, uniforms, food, school 

supplies, etc (WHO, FEWS Net 2015).  

 

Conclusively, people from economically challenged families simply do not enroll their children. 

As a result of the existing chronic poverty, children (especially girls) must work to bring extra 

income: “. Based on a UNICEF definition, 50% of children between 5- and 14-years work, in 

one of the implementation areas of the MGD Programme (North-East) even 64%” (WFP 2020). 

It is estimated that a child in Haiti has a potentiality rate of 45% in adulthood if that child 

received educational and health service throughout life, according to the Human Index Capital 

(OCHA 2020). 

 

Education is then a privilege based on economic class, rather than the constitutional right it 

should be. Children and young people from poor households, often living in slums and within 

dangerous cities, are most at risk of remaining illiterate, unemployed, disenfranchised, and 

recruited into gangs. The estimation of children in need of humanitarian assistance in this sector 

is about 70,000 in the cities of Martissant and Cite Soleil as well as in the provinces of 

Grand’Anse, North-East, Artibonite, and North, and finally 8,000 in the city of Les Cayes 

(OCHA 2020). There are also other marginalized groups who cannot receive education, such as 

children in situation of forced servitude (rèstavèk), those separated from their families, those 

living in the streets, those with disabilities or with special needs, and those that are displaced 

(WFP 2020).  

 

Another major concern about education is its quality, in which Haiti ranks 135th. The teachers 

aren’t adequately trained, and there is no official guideline list to ensure the institutions, whether 

public or private, follow them and have the same wanted results for the government. There are 

more than 65% of unskilled teachers, mostly who are employed in the private sector and are 

concentrated in and near the capital. The lack of adequate training reflects on the repetition rate 

of 15%, a 5th grade passing rate of 25%, and of the yearly 150,000 students doing the national 

exam, less than 25% of them pass (WFP 2020, BTI 2018). 

 

There’s an alarming rate of 65% over-aged children, again due to poverty and the inexistence of 

a safety net (WFP 2020). Retaining students in the tertiary educational sector is very difficult, 

and as a result, many parents send their children to study abroad within their affordability since 

in Haiti, there can be no more than 10,000 students a year in the public/private sectors (BTI 

2018). This process also ensures a problematic brain drain.  

 

There’s a gender disparity in education. Men receive more education than women, same with 

boys and girls, with men having a higher literacy rate of 65.28% than women, which is 58.3%. 

This factor limits their opportunities of finding adequate and reliable sources of employment in 

the formal sector. Women make up 47.6% of [mostly low-skilled] labor force, thus 

demonstrating their capacity of being providers and workers – yet they are extremely limited in 

access high-skilled jobs because of the gender disparities in the educational system. Women earn 

32% less than men and are 20% less likely to be employed than men (BTI 2018, WHO 2015). 
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Infrastructural problems are also exacerbating the educational sector problems. Damaged or 

destroyed buildings as well as inadequate distribution of services and resources are all 

contributing factors endangering the lives of students and faculty, therefore slowing down any 

form of progress in schooling. Haiti ranks 6th out of 198 countries in the Global Climate Change 

Vulnerability Index, 16th in the World Risk Index, and 4th in the Global Climate Risk Index 

(Relief Web, Germanwatch 2019; JS OHCHR 2020). All of those reveal the extent of the risk of 

schooling in the country. After the 2010 earthquake, natural disasters affected more than 1,200 

schools, in which till today, 396 of them were not repaired or rebuilt. After the earthquake of 

October 6, 2018 and also hurricane Matthew in 2016, 100,000 children are still schooling in 

damaged or unrepaired properties in the departments of Artibonite, North-West, South, North, 

Nippes and Grand’Anse. Only 5,000 of the 50,000 students affected received CERF-Funded 

assistance; also, 3,600 educational staff members aren’t trained in disaster prevention.  

 

The year 2019, and the first 2 months of 2020, have set back a majority of the small progress 

made because of the continuous socio-economic and security problems. For 3 months, schools 

had to close, with 70% of students (or about 3 million children) losing an entire trimester. That 

same violence perpetrated my ill-intentioned groups and police forces crippled many middle and 

especially low [economic] class families who could not continually cover school costs; we must 

note that many schools did not refund parents (OCHA 2020). School reopened on the 9th of 

September 2019, and there’s been a willingness to “catch up” with the curriculum by a new 

proposed schedule. Then, in late January of 2020, kidnappings as well as alarming violence 

against students have suddenly ramped up, which prompted many parents and schools to keep 

the children in their homes.  

 

136,000 people need educational assistance, which includes 74,000 young children; 3,000 

educational staffers are also in need of this assistance (OCHA 2020). 350,000 children and 

young people are outside of the educational sector (HRW 2019). The state is not subsidizing its 

future enough, and the brain drain is augmenting by the years.  

 

 

 

 

Figure 23. Visual Representation of Education-related Needs 
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SGD 5 – GENDER EQUALITY 

 

The 5th SDG aims to “achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls,” therefore 

ensuring that gender isn’t an element leading to social failure or inclusion, but part of human 

characteristics with zero negative repercussions.  

 

The gender disparities are so apparent in Haiti that they reflected on the 2018 Human 

Development Index, with a value of 0.477 for females, and one of 0.536 for males (HDR 2019). 

Haiti has a Gender Inequality Index [or GII] of 0.620, ranking it 150th out of 162 countries; the 

country also ranks 169th out of 189 countries with a Gender Development index of 0.890 (HDRO 

2018). This inequality, despite the Social Institution and Gender Index score of 0.1466 (WFP 

2019), is reflected on almost all life aspects of the Haitian woman:  

 

1. literacy rates (65.28% for men and 58.3% for women) (BTI 2018) 

2. completion of basic education (26.9% of women have a secondary-level education, while 

men have 39.9% of that same education) (HDR 2019) 

3. expected years of schooling (9.6 for women, 10.4 for men) (HDR 2018) 

4. household economic status (female-led homes are 11% more likely to be poor than male-

led households) (IFRC 2015) 

5. property ownership (zero safeguard laws to female property ownership, especially in 

rural areas) (IFRC 2015) 

6. wages and income (women make 32% less than men) (WFP 2019) 

7. occupational discrimination (only 30% of women occupy formal work) (WFP 2019) 

8. opportunity in the labour market (63.3% female participation rate than 72.8% male 

participation rate) (HDR 2019) 

9. participation in the government (women only make up 2.7% of parliamentary seats) 

(HDR 2019) 

10. Health disparities (women suffer more higher blood pressure than men, 49% to 38%, and 

are 8% more diabetic than men) (EMMUS VI 2018) 

11. Access to health care (due to income differences, women cannot afford health services as 

readily and as often as men) (EMMUS VI 2018) 

 

There are a select few areas where women in Haiti do much better than men; life expectancy is 

longer, and women are hired at a much larger rate in the service industry with an employment 

rate of 59.6%, compared to 23.1% for men. This factor cannot be viewed as absolutely positive 

when one remembers it is due to patriarchy and gender roles.  
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There are other figures that should be looked into when evaluating the female condition in Haiti. 

The country has seen a decrease in fertility rate (2.9) along with a decrease in contraception use 

(from 36% to 2016 to 34.3 in 2018 to 25% in 2020) (TradingEconomics 2016, HDR 2018, 

WFFP 2020). There is an alarming rate of 15% child marriages (HDR 2018).  

 

The maternal mortality rate is 529 deaths per 100,000 lives in 2020 (IFRC 2020). The adolescent 

birth of 51.7/1000 lives of and the early childbearing rate was 13.6% in 2017 (HDR 2019, 

UNICEF 2017). The rate of skilled birth attendants decreased from 48.6% in 2013 to 41.6 in 

2017 (UNICEF 2018). 

 

The prevalence of gender-based violence [or GBV] an extremely unfortunate situation, 

especially when one knows that in Haiti, 1 in 3 women aged between 15 to 49 have experienced 

physical violence (29%). 12% of women, and 29% of child-bearing aged women and 34% of 

women in couplings experience conjugal violence.  

 

Certain rights exclusive to women, such as the right to abortion, is illegal, thus endangering 

women further  

 

In 2018, there were 418 sexual and gender-based violence reported; a year later, the reports 

decreased to 227 cases due to social stigma and retaliating acts, marking a 45% drop (UNSC 

2020). During the same year, from January to June, there were 136 GBV cases involving 140 

victims being investigated, which included 57 minor girls and 8 minor boys (HRR 2019).  

 

It must also be noted that women belonging in key populations of HIV and AIDS are extremely 

predisposed of experiencing violence; this group includes female sex workers (FSWs) and 

transgender women (TGW). All women experience heightened violence and assault during 

period of mass/national protesting, as noted by the years 2018 and 2019.  

Figure 24. Life Expectancy by Gender - Worldometer 2020 
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Country Vision: 

 

The 2014 Haiti Strategic Development Plan [or PSDH] has included gender equality as part of 

their 2014-2016 Framework for the Accelerated, Balanced Growth of the Economy and Poverty 

Reduction. The general aim is to promote the participation of women in development through the 

following result indicators in 2016: 

 

 a) Increased number of women in public decision-making positions by 10% 

b) Increased value of public investments implemented by women by 10% 

c) Increased number of women in traditionally male trades by 10% 

d) Increased number of men in traditionally female trades by 10% 

e) Increased number of women employed in the civil service by 10% 

 

Here are detailed programs and sub-programs about the Great Project 3 titled Social 

Reconstruction, as well as one program in Great Project 4 called Institutional reconstruction: 

 

Program 3.2.  INCREASING ACCESS TO PRESCHOOL, PRIMARY, AND SECONDARY 

EDUCATION  

3.2.8.  Promoting gender equality in education 

 

Program 3.9.  ENSURING GENDER EQUALITY  

3.9.1.  Implementing a gender equality policy  

3.9.2.  Pursuing amendments to the legal system  

3.9.3.  Ensuring the production and dissemination of information on gender equality  

3.9.4.  Increasing female participation  

3.9.5.  Creating a gender and development fund  

3.9.6.  Fighting violence to women and girls 

 

Program 4.7: STRENGTHEN THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE AND PUBLIC 

SAFETY 

4.7.8. Strengthening consideration of gender issues in the judiciary 
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The following chart further details the cost of each program and its subprograms 

List of projects proposed for Great Project 3: Social reconstruction 

Projects PTI 2014-2016 (+OTHERS) 

Name/Purpose of Sub-Project Total Price (GOURDES) (3 YEARS) 

Program 3.2.: Increasing Access to Preschool, 

Primary, And Secondary Education 
21 017 360 292 

Promoting gender equality in education  

Program 3.9: Ensure gender equality  202 993 535 

Create a gender and development fund  87 808 535 

Promote economic opportunities in rural 

areas 
808 535 

Additional projects for promoting economic 

opportunities in rural areas, to be determined   
87 000 000 

Fight violence against women and girls  115 185 000 

Prevent and protect against gender-specific 

violence in the ten departments  

  

93 000 000 

Undertake activities on behalf of adolescents 22 185 000 

Program 4.7: Strengthen the administration of 

justice and public safety  
524 482 646 

Develop awareness of gender in the judiciary 65 250 000 

 

Situation Explained: 

 

As a post-colonial country, the Republic of Haiti has always been a highly heteronormative, 

patriarchal society. Anthropologically speaking the same cannot be said of the pre-colonial, and 

pre-Columbus island Ayti Quiskeya Bohio.  

 

Everyone, regardless of the social or economic class they might be in, rely on women. Women 

are called the Pillars [or Poto Mitan in Haitian Creole] of Haitian society; this statement is a fact 

when one knows that 80% of households are women led (OCHA 2020) [regardless if a man is 

present or not].  

 

Women are crucial to the functioning of economic life, as they occupy 56% of the informal 

sector the country largely relies on (WFP 2019). They mostly operate within the agricultural 

sector as Madan Saras; though the name originates from one of a local bird (Madame Sara), 

mostly women compose this network of traders and sellers, which is half of all sellers in the 

territory and all sellers at the Dominican border. 

 

Women also form the necessary link between producers and other sellers/retailers who are also 

women in majority (FEWS Net 2015, 2018). Women also partake in the production of food – 
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especially rice – which includes harvesting and planting. Women are generally in charge of the 

marketing of a product, as well as small-scale transactions (FEWS 2018). 

 

Despite these remarkable factors, women are the first victims of oppression and discrimination. 

Simply being a female increases one’s risk of being and remaining in poverty (BTI 2018). Girls 

do not have the amount of education boys do, and it goes on for secondary and tertiary 

education. Women face employment and wage discrimination, only forming 47.93% of the 

formal labor force, and earing 32% less than men or in many cases, receiving no earnings at all 

(TradingEconomics 2019, WFP 2019). 

 

Due to the aforementioned social constraints, women are mostly concentrated in low-skilled 

manufacturing, while very few ever occupy any position of organizational or corporate positions. 

In the history of Haiti, women have only held 6% of both legislative chambers – there’s currently 

3 women out of 149 representatives in the parliament; 2.5% (or 3 female deputies) in the Deputy 

Chamber, and 3% (or 1 female senator) in the Senate (BTI 2018, HRR 2019). This shortcoming 

is happening, despite the government putting into law an official quota of 30% female presence 

in all aspects of national life, which includes companies and in government positions. Also, 

female candidates receive less campaign finances, but receive threats and intimidation (HRR 

2019). 

 

Figure 25. Formal Labor Participation - World Bank 2018 
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There are no specific programs or 

laws aiming to protect and/or promote 

[the advancement of] women and 

girls. Other than the failed 30% quota, 

there are no other programs explicitly 

aimed at benefit women and girls. For 

instance, schools do not require any 

form of female leadership 

participation. 

 

On the topic of violence, 1 in 3 women aged between 15 to 49 have experienced physical 

violence, with 49% of cases of violence were done by an intimate partner. 31% of women have 

experienced emotional/mental pressure and violence. 34% of women in couples experience 

conjugal violence, and within that rate, 37% of cases resulted in violent altercations (OCHA 

2020). 

 

In terms of criminality, the revisiting of the 1835 Penal Code is painfully slow in implementing, 

or downright lacks any measures against several gender-based crimes: laws against rape were 

enacted only in 2005, there are no laws against sexual harassment, abortion is illegal in all forms, 

and domestic violence is not a distinct crime (HRR 2019, HRW 2019, WFP 2020). It is rather 

alarming, considering the general opinions the population seem to have on GBV: according to 

the 2018 EMMUS VI report, 1 out of 5 women and 1 out of 10 men do believe men should 

assault/beat women for one of the following reasons: 

 

 

1. Burning the food 

2. Arguing with her 

partner 

3. Going out without 

telling her partner 

4. Neglecting 

children 

5. Refusing sexual 

relations 

6. One of these 

reasons 

 

 

Figure 26. Number of Women in Parliament - World Bank 2019 

Figure 27. When is it Appropriate for Men to Beat a Woman - EMMUS VI 2018 

Women are in blue, 

Men are in Red.  

 

Percentages are on 

top of chart bars 
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Men may remain unpunished or have lighter sentences on grave sexual violence cases such as 

rape: though it is punishable by law to up to 10 years or lifelong forced labor [in the case of gang 

rapes], the practice of the law is very different. Women who kill cheating men [along/or their 

partner] will be prosecuted, unlike men who commit the same crime (HRR 2019). Victims of 

rape will more than likely be threatened and attacked again for any attempts of reporting crimes. 

Victims are also blamed for being raped by their [immediate] entourage, they lacked financial 

resources for legal assistance and medical care, and they simply didn’t have time to deal with 

their unfortunate case because many responsibilities fall on women’s shoulders. 

 

Schools are one of the most frequent places of sexual abuse and unconsented contact, yet not 

many measures are taken to prevent such things from happening (USAID, WFP 2020). Sexual 

education and other concepts such as consent aren’t included in the Haitian curriculum. 27% of 

18 to 24-year-old women have exchanged sex for money in school grounds – many needed to 

pay their fees. (USAID, OCHA 2020) 

 

Due to their limited anilities to generate revenue, women are also limited in accessing healthcare. 

Since such services are heavily privatized, only 5,580 pregnant women out of 37,000 women per 

deparment had a 2nd prenatal consultation. This, along with the low rate of skilled birth 

attendants of 41.6%, explains the maternal mortality rate being the highest in the Caribbean 

(HDR 2018, OCHA 2020).  

 

 

Figure 28. Regional Use of Contraception - WFFP 2020 
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Though the fertility rate is still dropping, the modern contraceptive prevalence rate is low 

(35,4%) as well as the unmet need (35.5%) for, and the demand satisfied (49.8%) with modern 

methods (FPET 2020). 

 

The problems relating economic class, gender expression, sexual orientation, gender roles, and 

gender identity further exacerbate the existing constraints for women and girls. LGBT+ women 

as well as female sex workers are amongst the most vulnerable populations in the country, since 

there are no anti-discriminatory laws in place to protect them. That list also includes poor 

women, handicapped/physically challenged women, manufacturing workers, victims of sex 

trafficking, deportees, rural women, girls from vulnerable families, and any intersectionality of 

mentioned cases (OCHA 2020). 

 

Natural disasters as well as socio-economic crises aggravate gender-related problems; it is 

mostly, if not always women and girls who are at the negative and dangerous receiving end, 

since they already are economically more challenged and more vulnerable than their male 

counterparts. On the 13th and 14th of November 2018, there were a series of gang violence 

sabotaging attempts of peaceful protesting against the current Haitian government; unfortunately, 

the now infamous La Saline massacre occurred, killing 71 people. 11 women were raped, 

including 2 gang rapes (BAI/IJDH 2019, OCHA 2020). 

 

The following OCHA table details the problems affecting women [and girls]: 

 

Nature of Problem # of People 

affected 

%   of the 

Severity of 

the Prob. 

%   of 

people in 

Extreme 

Situation   

Gender Based Violence 817 K 21 68 98% 15% 

Children’s Protection 426 K 55 26 - 50% (G/F) 

Binational Protection 108 K 42 47 20% - 

Shelter/ Non-nutritional 

Goods 
516 K 85% 10% 61% 73% 

 

 

 

 

This map 

showcases the city 

concentration (left) 

and the severity 

(right) of gender-

based violence. 

Figure 29. Gender-Based Violence Severity Map - OCHA 2020 
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SDG 13 – CLIMATE ACTION 

 

The 13th SDG urges states to “take urgent action to combat climate 

change and its impacts.” It encourages states to find technological and political advancements to 

protect the earth’s ecology for the well-being of the nation-state and its citizen.  

 

Due to Haiti being an under-developed country, it isn’t contributing to globate climate change as 

much as neighboring countries. Climate change is continuously affecting Haiti in disastrous 

proportions, however. Every year gets warmer, which increases the vulnerability of the country. 

Haiti ranks 4th on the 2019 Global Climate Risk Index (CRI) with a score of 15.17; it ranks 16th 

on the 2019 World Risk Report, scoring 16.34; and it ranks 14th as the most vulnerable country 

in the world in the Risk Management Index (OCHA 2020). The country is highly susceptible to 

earthquakes, flooding, droughts, tropical storms, and hurricanes. Erosion, deforestation, 

desertification, rainwater runoff, landslides and sedimentation are increasingly frequent. 90% of 

the population is at risk of any of those natural disasters (IFRC 2019). 

 

Haiti has extensive environmental laws that are not enforced or followed. The socio-political 

crisis is slowing or stopping any movement/measure aimed at expanding environmentalism 

within the territory. The over-centralization in Port-au-Prince as well as other major cities is 

discouraging long-term commitments to ecology; it’s also deteriorating the biodiversity 

surrounding these cities due to increasing unregulated construction. There needs to be more 

discussions and education on Haitian fauna and flora that should become accessible to all. 

 

Haiti is party to the following international environmental agreements: 

1. Climate Change / Kyoto Protocol 

2. Desertification, 

3. Biodiversity 

4. Ozone Layer Protection 

5. Hazardous Waste (Not Ratified) 

 

Despite numerous reports, Haiti’s forest coverage varies from 18% to 32% (OCHA 2020, VICE 

2016). Haiti is also very rich in its flora and fauna, as attested by many scientists. Haiti has a few 

public national parcs, such as Deux Mamelles National Park, Parc National La Visite, Pic 

Macaya National Park, and Grand Colline National Park. Other national reserves include the 

Macaya Biosphere Reserve, the Foret des Pins, and the Parc Historique La Citadelle. The 

country has seen its first private biodiversity conservation reserve called Grand Bois Natural 

Park, founded in 2015 by Sunrise Airways CEO Philippe Bayar (also president of La Société 

Audubon Haiti), and professor S. Blair Hedges (Temple University’s Biodiversity Center 

president).  

 

Climate action doesn’t seem to be much of a priority of the state when there are socio-economic 

issues that are seemingly more pressing. Most of the population is more worried about food 

security and socio-economic safety than anything else. There’s an urgent need for the state to 

create a more sustainable plan for overall development. 
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Figure 30. Long Term Tropical Storm Affected Countries - Global CRI 2019 

Figure 31. List of countries most affected by Tropical Storm in 2017 - Global CRI 2019 
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Country Vision: 

 

The 2014 Haiti Strategic Development Plan [or PSDH] has listed the environment and the 

territory as its priority #2 – here are the following goals: 

 

- Reduce the vulnerability of the population, territory, and economic and social 

infrastructures  

- Reduce risks during the rainy and hurricane seasons and in the fact of natural disasters 

- Protect and develop natural sites of interest  

- Protect natural resources critical to development  

- Increase forest coverage  

- Open up the territory  

- Improve the circulation of goods and persons  

- Structure the regions and requalify housing in the CapHaitien/Ouanaminthe corridor and 

housing in the northern periphery of Port-au-Prince  

- Rebuild downtown Port-au-Prince 

 

As part of their 2014-2016 Framework for the Accelerated, Balanced Growth of the Economy 

and Poverty Reduction, the aim to ameliorate risk and disaster management was included. The 

general aim is to achieve effective environmental management to augment the conservation of its 

riches. Here are the success indicators of 2016: 

 

a) Increased plant and forest coverage by 10% 

b) Development of watersheds by 10% 

c) Kilometers of regulated waterways by 10% 

 

Here are detailed programs and sub-programs about the Great Project 1 titled Territorial 

Reconstruction, one program in Great Project 2 called Economic reconstruction, and one 

program in the Great Project 4 titled institutional reconstruction: 

 

Program 1.2.  ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

1.2.1. Protecting the environment and making it safe 

1.2.2. Establishing a network of protected areas 

1.2.3. Restoring the natural environment 

1.2.4. Managing and developing uses of wood 

 

Program 1.3 MANAGEMENT OF WATERSHEDS 

 1.3.1. Protecting watersheds 

 1.3.2. Building earthworks to regulate flooding 
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 1.3.3. Dredging rivers and drainage canals 

 1.3.4. Reducing vulnerability during rainy and hurricane seasons 

 

Program 1.8. EXTENSION OF DRINKING WATER AND SANITATION SERVICES 

 1.8.3. Strengthen and establish solid waste management systems 

 

Program 2.7.  DEVELOPING MINERAL AND ENERGY RESOURCES 

2.7.2. Sustainable development of quarries 

 

Program 4.3 MODERNIZE THE CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION 

 4.3.2. Undertake a re-engineering of public administrative services 

 

 

List of projects proposed for Great Project 1: Territorial reconstruction 

Projects PTI 2014-2016 (+OTHERS) 

Name/Purpose of Sub-Project Total Price (GOURDES) (3 YEARS) 

Program 1.2: Manage the environment  5 277 995 500 

Protect the environment and safeguard the areas   521 500 000 

Establish a protected areas network 1 937 288 500 

Restore the natural environment 466 750 000 

Manage and develop forest usage 2 352 457 000 

Program 1.3: Manage watersheds  16 434 782 207 

Protect watersheds 9 007 716 897 

Build facilities for regulating water levels   2 627 451 081 

Sub-program: Dredge rivers and drainage ditches  2 162 614 229 

Reduce Haiti’s vulnerability to the rainy seasons and 

the cyclone season  
2 637 000 000 

Program 1.8: Extend the provision of drinking 

water services and sanitation  
8 790 647 765 

Strengthen and implement solid waste management 

systems  
1 018 418 900 

Program 2.7: Develop Haiti’s mineral and energy 

resources  
285 500 000 

Exploit quarries sustainably  92 500 000 

Program 4.3: Modernize the central 

administration  
24 539 319 242 
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Undertake a re-engineering of public administrative 

services   
5 286 550 000 

Support management of risks and disasters  1 000 000 

Support the national system for managing 

risks and disasters  
347 640 000 

Institutional strengthening of environmental 

management  
2 610 000 

Reconstruction and management of risks and 

disasters  
2 262 000 000 

 

Situation Explained: 

 

The case of Haiti and environmental sustainability is a very interesting one. On one hand, Haiti is 

among the first countries in the world to implement a set of comprehensive legislation aimed for 

conservation, preservation, and promotion of the environment. On the other hand, problems such 

as soil erosion, deforestation, charcoal production, lack of mining oversight, plastic pollution, 

among others are real and tangible. Haiti is a country with a population very familiar with the 

environment (especially those who live in the rural areas), yet due to economic hardship, the 

people do make decisions that harm the biodiversity.  

 

When speaking of the land and its environment, one of the most misguided yet debated subject is 

the forest cover of the territory. If one believes the several international and national reports, 

Haiti’s forest coverage has never surpassed the commonly known average of 2% since the 1980s. 

Nowadays, that data bounces from 2% to 0,32% - the lowest rate ever presented by the 

Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United States of America [or PNAS]. 

The general belief is that Haiti was 60% covered by forest in 1925, then the decline started in 

1983. As many other investigations noted, this blueprint narrative simply is not true.  

 

One study in particular conducted by the geologist Peter Wampler in 2014, found that much of 

narrative comes from racism or other discriminatory attitudes towards Haiti: “Landsat images of 

the NASA demonstrate that 30% of Haiti’s land is still covered in trees” (Loop Haiti 2018). 

Deforestation in Haiti started since the invasion of the Spanish and French empires, yet it never 

entirely wiped out the existing vegetation. VICE News goes further in their 2016 interview titled 

One of the most repeated facts about Haiti is a lie, where Wampler himself states, after 

comparing samples from Google Earth [and visiting the country], that Haiti’s forest covers more 

than 32% of the territory.  

 

Charcoal production and wood consumption do exist; poor households produce and consume 

them extensively, as propane gas is out of their economic affordability range. Charcoal 

represents 4.7% of the GDP ($USD 8.408 Billion) It is stated that 90% of the population use 

charcoal for household tasks such as cleaning and cooking, and its sale is a guaranteed 

alternative source of income (BTI 2018, FEWS Net 2020). Wood is used for construction and 

creation of furniture – neither are big contribution to deforestation or environmental degradation, 

as frequently reported – it is made from renewable biomass sources (Tarter et al. 2017). 
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As previously mentioned, Haitians in general have a great relationship with nature. Anyone who 

visits the country outside of Port-au-Prince and its closest surrounding cities will agree there’s a 

lot of greenery. The most recent forest coverage of Haiti was reported by the OCHA at 18% - 

even this report is to be taken with a grain of salt. There’s no logic in the narrative that the 

country is out of forest and vegetation, and then to also state the production of charcoal has been 

growing out of proportion; it’s a paradoxical way of simplifying the situation. 

 

 

 

If one takes a closer look at this series of key indicator statistics above, they will see the country 

doesn’t spend nearly as much energy as its other neighbors, therefore not contributing 

enormously to the global problem. On the contrary, Haiti and other similar nations will be on the 

receiving end of the disastrous consequences of global climate change. Of course, there’s always 

room for improvement, but such measures also cost dearly. It should still be a priority, however, 

for the state to think about green energy investments and jobs, and sign on as well as enact more 

environmental measures. 

Figure 32. Satellite Image of Hispaniola - VICE News 2016 

Figure 33. Statistics - IEA 2018 
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The Caribbean is a biodiversity hotspot. Haiti is a land full of riches, in terms of biodiversity, 

along with the Dominican Republic – the island has the 2nd most diverse flora after Cuba. There 

are over 245 bird species, 75 % endemic fauna species (comprised of 5,242 plant species), 25 

native mammal species, and 217 reptilian and amphibian species (USAID 2010). More needs to 

be done to protected many of those species which are endangered or vulnerable (particularly the 

amphibians). 

 

Those good points about the environment is in no way to dismiss the existence of many 

problems. Climate change increases droughts, flooding, and hurricanes, which threatens the well-

being and stability of many fauna and flaura species, as well as the lives of many residents. It 

affects food production, which increases importation dependency and dampens further national 

production. The country has 30 watersheds, with 25 of them not possessing a natural cover.  

The country does suffer from land loss due to erosion, and it is in part due to deforestation – this 

is especially true in the capital, where rainfall causes catastrophes in coastal cities such as 

Carrefour as well as in slums [or bidonvil]. The most affected departments are West, North West, 

Artibonite, Nippes, South, North and Grand'Anse (OCHA 2020).

Figure 34. Earthquake (Left) and Hurricane (Right) Risk prevalence - OCHA2020 
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The Constitution of 1987 mentions the environment. Among those provisions, there are a few 

notable articles: article 136.1 states exploitation must be compensated prior; article 253 states 

any activity disturbing the balance of the environment are banned; article 254 declare that all 

Haitians have a right to a clean and sustained environment; article 257 lays out the conditions of 

fauna and flora protection. Haiti possess some of the most extensive environmental laws that 

aren’t enforced or respected. For instance, the environmental management decree of October 12, 

2005 titled Décret portant sur la Gestion de l’Environnement et de Régulation de la Conduite 

des Citoyens et Citoyennes pour un Développement Durable [ or “Decree on the Management of 

the Environment and Regulation of the Behavior of Citizens for a Sustainable Development” in 

English] has an extensive set of laws (162 articles) to protect the environment in all its forms. 

Here are its aims: 

 

1. To prevent and anticipate actions susceptible of having immediate or future effects on the 

quality of the environment, and ensure harmony between environment and development; 

2. To organize a tight and permanent surveillance of the quality of the environment, and the 

control of all pollution, degradation, or nuisance, as well as the mitigation of their 

negative effects on the environment and the human health; 

3. To promote a protectionist and expansionist politic of the forest and agroforest cover, 

notably on the hills and [declives];  

4. To reinforce the national system of protected airspaces and the conservation of biological 

diversity; 

5. To develop a politic of accommodation, restauration of damaged spaces, and 

amelioration of way of live; 

Figure 35. Drought (Left) and Flooding (Right) Risk Prevalence - OCHA 2020 
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6. To encourage the rational ecological use of available natural resources, as well as the use 

of the most proper technologies; 

7. To promote education relative to the environment, and the development of a national 

culture of protection and rehabilitation of the environment. 

 

This same decree included the well-known Rural Code, which details the gestion of the 

environment, but has never been enforced. The Ministry of the Environment is severely 

underfunded and understaffed, which explains why National Bureau for Environmental 

Evaluations or the 2010 Action plan for the Uprising and Development of Haiti have never been 

implemented, enforced, or explored further.  

 

The lack of law enforcement and implementation are encouraging the continuous construction of 

poorly structured buildings. This issue is devastating for every rainfall and earthquake, as it has 

been proven with the 2010 earthquake and the 2016 hurricane Matthew. Because environmental 

laws coincide with urban and rural planning, their lack of enforcement is detrimental to all 

corelated sectors, as it will create more negative impacts for every natural disaster (IFRC 2015). 

 

Another problem complicating life on land in Haiti is the lack of trash management systems. It is 

a disaster when it rains because all the compiled trash goes into the sea through canals [generally 

clogged]. They create rivers of trash that are endangering and toxifying people’s lives with every 

rainy and hurricane season. There are few landfills, medical wastes aren’t disposed properly, and 

flash floods are a continuous problem (OCHA 2020).  

 

Overall, Haiti can become a better place for unique biodiversity in the Caribbean, but the 

government must make the environment one of their priorities, as stated in the 2014 National 

Action Plan. The problems that the country does have are inflated in many reports, as concluded 

by several investigatory reports on the country’s biodiversity and forestry With such an EPI 

score however, it is clear that much more needs to be done to create a holistic approach and 

implementation of environmentalism. 

 

Figure 36. Environmental Performance Index 2018 



 

43 | PAPDA 

 

SDG 6 – CLEAN WATER AND SANITATION 

 

The 6th SDG’s aim is to “ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation 

for all.” It comprises that access to water should be facilitated and entails the treatment of water 

and its careful management and preservation. 

 

Currently, Haiti does not have national clean [and drinkable] water distribution as well as 

national sanitary coverage; it has the lowest coverage of water and sanitation access in the Latin 

America and Carribean region, which is still the lowest rate in the Western Hemisphere (Haiti 

Priories 2017, UF 2018) This situation, though pervasive in major cities, is much worse in the 

provinces – there’s variation of service degrees between departments, and within them, between 

communal sections (HaitiLibre 2019).  

 

There are many causes to those factors, but we may mainly cite poverty, corruption, and lack of 

investments (both private and subsidiary) as biggest problematic contributions. Water as well as 

sanitation elements (such as functioning bathrooms) are simply too expensive for the majority of 

an impoverished country. 40% of the population, which represents roughly 6 million people 

national and 1.5 million people within the metropolitan area of Port-au-Prince, does not have 

access to drinking water. 

 

The current Jovenel Moise administration, which is very unstable and corrupt, has not tried to 

address this problematic situation; there has been meetings and plans have been drafted, but 

nothing concrete or tangible is being done. The previous Martelly administration has opened a 

few centers without ever addressing the aforementioned macro-level problems. The 2019 

Petrocaribe fund investigatory report showcased many of those facilities were never built, were 

never finished, and/or were used for money laundering; many seems to be now defunct or 

unusable. 

 

About the existing water services provided by government services such as DINEPA, there’s 

been a remarkable decrease in services nothing in the 2019 World Bank report titled Looking 

Beyond Government-Led Delivery of Water Supply and Sanitation Services: The Market Choices 

and Practices of Haiti’s Most Vulnerable People, which revealed the 4% decline of access to 

improve water source from 1990 to 2015, dropping from 62% to 58%, while only providing 37% 

of Port-au-Prince’s actual need (periodismoinvestigato 2019).  

 

The private sector water services are continuously growing as public services are deteriorating; 

25% of Haitians use private water delivery companies, with the Port-au-Prince Metropolitan area 

using 57% of those services, while accounting a staggering 15% of household expenditures 

(HaitiLibre 2019). Those providers aren’t regulated, tested, treated, and so on. Bottled water use 

jumped from 9% in 2006 to 47% in 2017 (periodismoinvestigato 2019). 

 

Haiti is one of the 10 countries in the world with high open defecation rates, done by 3 million 

people (periodismoinvestigato 2019); this isn’t counting animal open defecation, which is 

another facet of the problem. These facts explain why the country’s bodies of water, whether 

surface or underground, are polluted with large amounts of fecal coliforms, parasites, and 

cryptosporidiosis, or are at high contamination risk due to [plastic] pollution (UF 2018, 
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Ayibopost 2019). Waterborne diseases are common, with cholera being the most recent one from 

its introduction by the MINUSTAH in 2010, and vector-borne diseases are wreaking havoc due 

to mosquito habitat created from lack of proper water flow management. We must also mention 

the general population’s archaic construction, environmental degradation, natural disasters 

(exacerbated by climate change lack of behavioral education, lack of governmental regulations 

and enforcement of law as other serious problems exacerbating freshwater and surface water 

pollution. 

 

Due to climate change, the country is also experiencing droughts, which is devastating for 

agriculture and household use since rainwater collection is one of the primary sources of water. 

It's also bad for the natural process of replenishment for the aquifers; we must mention that the 

growing population and the unequal overuse from the Dominican Republic are contributing 

factors to the depletion, since the use exceeds recharge capacities and the DR is much more 

industrialized than Haiti.  

 

Let’s remember that the 5 largest hydrographic basins aren’t protected by the government 

(periodismoinvestigato 2019). The salinization of groundwater is therefore a serious threat, 

especially in the region of Cul-de-Sac where this phenomenon is already observed (AyiboPost 

2019). There’s over-extraction from the aquifers by unlicensed/unregistered and even 

licensed/registered companies, which can become detrimental due to periods of prolonged 

droughts, and it creates more salinization; many of those companies extract water illegally with 

zero permits, especially since the state hasn’t authorized any drilling on the Cul-de-Sac in the last 

20 years (periodismoinvestigato 2019). 

 

Other contributors to Haiti’s water and sanitation problems are: 1) lack of specific ecological 

laws pertaining to water quality and monitoring; 2) governmental will; 3) private sector pressures 

and power; 4) no current hydrographic survey; 5) too many simultaneous ministry involvements; 

6) knowledge and information gap/data deficiencies; 7) spatial and water body mapping; 8) 

costly water services and purchases; 9) no coordination between the national and private sectors; 

10) lack of storage and distribution infrastructure. 

 

Country Vision: 

 

The 2014 Haiti Strategic Development Plan [or PSDH] has listed water and sanitation as part of 

their priorities #1, #2, and #4 – here are the following goals mentioned relating to the 

management of water and sanitation: 

 

- Meet the basic social needs of the population (#1) 

- Eradicate endemic and infectious diseases (#1) 

- Reduce risks during the rainy and hurricane seasons and in the fact of natural disasters 

(#2) 

- Protect and develop natural sites of interest (#2) 

- Protect natural resources critical to development  (#2) 

- Increase forest coverage (#2) 



 

45 | PAPDA 

 

- Minimize polluting emissions (#4) 

 

As part of their 2014-2016 Framework for the Accelerated, Balanced Growth of the Economy 

and Poverty Reduction, the aim to ameliorate risk and disaster management was included, which 

also addresses public water-flow management. The general aim is to achieve effective 

environmental management to augment the conservation of its riches. Here are the success 

indicators of 2016 

 

a) Increased plant and forest coverage by 10% 

b) Development of watersheds by 10% 

c) Kilometers of regulated waterways by 10% 

 

Approximately 50% of the 2014-2016 PTI would be invested in territorial reconstruction, costing 

a total of 34 billion gourdes (2014 estimation without inflation). As part of the 2030 Haitian 

Strategic Development Plan, Extending Drinking Water and Sanitation services was placed 

under one program of the Great Project 1 titled Territorial Reconstruction. Its aim was to build 

and rehabilitate the drinking water and sanitation networks (drainage and waste water) and 

strengthen or create solid waste management systems. Here are detailed sub-programs, and one 

program in the Great Project 4 titled institutional reconstruction: 

 

Program 1.2.  ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT 

1.2.1. Protecting the environment and making it safe 

1.2.2. Establishing a network of protected areas 

1.2.3. Restoring the natural environment 

 

Program 1.3 MANAGEMENT OF WATERSHEDS 

 1.3.1. Protecting watersheds 

 1.3.2. Building earthworks to regulate flooding 

 1.3.3. Dredging rivers and drainage canals 

 1.3.4. Reducing vulnerability during rainy and hurricane seasons 

 

Program 1.8. EXTENSION OF DRINKING WATER AND SANITATION SERVICES 

 1.8.1. Build and Rehabilitate drinking water systems 

 1.8.2. Build and Rehabilitate sanitation systems 

1.8.3. Strengthen and establish solid waste management systems 

 

Program 4.3 MODERNIZE THE CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION 

 4.3.4. Increase the institutional strengthening of central administrative services 
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List of projects proposed for Great Project 1: Territorial reconstruction 

Projects PTI 2014-2016 (+OTHERS) 

Name/Purpose of Sub-Project Total Price (GOURDES) (3 YEARS) 

Program 1.2: Manage the environment  5 277 995 500 

Protect the environment and safeguard the areas   521 500 000 

Establish a protected areas network 1 937 288 500 

Restore the natural environment 466 750 000 

Program 1.3: Manage watersheds  16 434 782 207 

Protect watersheds 9 007 716 897 

Build facilities for regulating water levels   2 627 451 081 

Dredge rivers and drainage ditches  2 162 614 229 

Reduce Haiti’s vulnerability to the rainy seasons and 

the cyclone season  
2 637 000 000 

Program 1.8: Extend the provision of drinking 

water services and sanitation  
8 790 647 765 

Construct and rehabilitate drinking water networks 6 754 413 865 

Construct and rehabilitate sanitation networks 1 191 815 000 

Strengthen and implement solid waste management 

systems  
1 018 418 900 

Program 4.3: Modernize the central 

administration  
24 539 319 242 

Increase the institutional strengthening of 

central administrative services 
10 572 785 426 

Support the program for drinking water and 

sanitation  
91 350 000 

  

 

 

The most recent initiative to address water and sanitation disparities was with approach called 

"Budget Program by Objectives", introduced by the National Directorate of Drinking Water and 

Sanitation (DINEPA) with the support of the World Bank started in 2015. This program general 

aim was to guarantee 100% basic access to drinking water, 80% access to improved basic 

sanitation and 20% to individual sanitation for Haitians by 2030, which requires an annual 

investment of $124 million (HaitiLibre 2019). 
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Situation Explained: 
 

Haiti is a land filled with rich natural resources, and as noted by several experts, is NOT lacking 

in water. The territory is surrounded by The Caribbean Sea as well as the Atlantic Ocean along 

with the gulf of La Gonave; this in turns feed much of the internal bodies of water.  

 

Haiti is sitting on a staggering 15 trillion-gallon groundwater source, or 56 billion cubic 
meters of water.  Here's a complete list of all Groundwater Bodies: 

 

- Les Cayes and Leogane Plains (continuous aquifer / unexploited) 

- Cul de Sac and Gonaïves Plains (continuous aquifer / heavily exploited) 

- Artibonite Valley and Plaine du Nord (continuous aquifer) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Haiti has both continuous and 

discontinuous aquifers (UF 2018). 

Some are overexploited, 

especially the Plaine du Cul-de-

Sac, while others are either 

underutilized or undiscovered. 

Due to being a mountainous 

country, the majority of its 

groundwater is recharged through 

rain.  

One of Haiti’s primary 

resources is ground water 

because it supplies 90% of 

potable water, and it has an 

impressive 2.76 million 

cubic meter renewable 

recharge capacity; it must 

be noted that quantification 

of groundwater recharge is 

hard. It is estimated that 

less than 45% of that 

resource is actually 

consumed (Wessel & 

Greenberg 2016).  

 
Figure 37. Unconsolidated Aquifers - Wessel & Greenberg 2016 

Figure 38. Sedimentary Aquifers - Wessel & Greenberg 2016 
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Figure 39. Haiti's Groundwater Map - US Army 2001 
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Figure 40. Haiti's Surface Water Map - US Army 2002 
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The country is composed of several aquifers, watersheds, and wetlands, with an impressive 33 

watershed units that includes over 158 rivers (MDE 2001). Here’s a list of hydrological zones 

and basins (US Army 2002): 

 

I. Mole St. Nicolas-Moustiques Zone  

II. Léogane-Carrefour Zone 

III. Bombardopolis-Gonaives Zone 

IV. Grande Rivière de Jacmel Basin 

V. Trois Rivières Basin  

VI. Côtes de Fer-Bainet Zone 

VII. Port de Paix-Port Margot Zone  

VIII. Petit Rivière de Nippes-Grande Gôave 

Zone 

IX. La Quinte Basin  

X. Limbé Basin  

XI. St. Louis du Sud-Aquin Zone 

XII. Cap-Haitien Zone  

XIII. Grande Rivière de Nippes Basin 

XIV. Grande Rivière du Nord Basin  

XV. Cavaillon Basin 

XVI. Limonade-Ouanaminthe Zone  

XVII. Corail-Anse à Veau Zone 

XVIII. Estère Basin Cayes Zone 

XIX. Artibonite Basin  

XX. Roseaux-Voldrogue Zone 

XXI. Saint Marc-Duvalierville Zone 

XXII. Grand’Anse Basin 

XXIII. Cul-de-Sac Zone 

XXIV. Jérémie-Les Irois Zone 

XXV. Fond Verrettes Zone  

XXVI. Tiburon-St. Jean Zone 

XXVII. Cayes Jacmel-Anse à Pitres Zone 

XXVIII. Tortue Island Zone 

XXIX. Gonâve Island Zone 

 

The main rivers of Haiti are the following: 

- Artibonite  

- Trois Rivières 

- L’Estère  

- Grande Rivière du Nord 

- Grande Anse  

- Grande Rivière du Cul de sac 

- Cavaillon  

- Momance  

- Rivière Grise  

- Grande Rivière du Sud 

 

 

 

Haiti, due to being a tropical 

country, has the immense 

potential of rainwater harvesting: 

“Rainfall patterns range from less 

than 400 mm in the northwest to 

more than 3000 mm in the 

mountains of the southwest. Since 

There are thousands of springs and wells, approximating 2000. There are 1,000 mapped springs 

with a flow rate greater than 0.5 L/s, and thousands of others with flow less than this rate, 

which has an estimated discharge of over 800 million m2 of unconsumed freshwater every year 

– this is unfortunate and problematic, since freshwater springs are one of the primary sources 

of water for rural communities. There are 3000 well locations [poorly documented with 

insufficient data] (Wessel & Greenberg 2016). The country possesses 2 principal lakes ( Azuei 

and Peligre), one main pond (Etang de Miragoâne) and 69 small ponds (MDE 2001) 

 
Figure 41. Haiti's Rainy Season Period - Wessel & Greenberg 2016 
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Haiti is orographic (or mountainous), it also receives more precipitations, therefore the arid and 

semi-arid coastal zones receive the least amount of rainfall.” The major rivers and streams is 

supplied by the humid and wet montane systems, including the highly porous limestone 

substratum aquifers. Though the rain season is easily observable and well documented, recent 

periods of drought leading to irregular rainfall from 2015 to 2018 (Wessel & Greenberg 2016, 

MDE 2001, Fews Net 2018). Though almost every citizen does collect rain to a certain degree 

[via roof harvesting connected to cistern, oil barrels, bucket, etc], the state itself doesn’t have 

large storage capacity to fully use this important resource. 

As one can see, Haiti is abundant with water. If so, then what is the actual issue? As previously 

mentioned, Other problems are seriously hindering its ability to be not only self-sufficient, but 

also a potential exporter of drinkable water. Groundwater reservoirs are already in danger: they 

are contaminated and overexploited. Also, water isn’t properly and evenly distributed.  Finally, 

the country is in desperate need of up-to-date sanitation at the national level.  

 

Let’s discuss Haiti’s history in water and sanitation affairs. In 1962, the Technical Center of 

Exploitation of the Metropolitan Region (CTERMPP) of Port-au-Prince was created to supply 

clean water to Port au Prince as well as Carrefour, Petion-Ville, and Delmas. The Autonomous 

Metropolitan Public Water Utility (CAMEP) was created in 1970, then in 1971, the Laboratory 

Unit and Water Quality Control was created to monitor water quality distributed by the CTE 

RMPP.  The National Public Water and Sanitation Service (SNEP) was created in 1977; both 

CAMEP and SNEP handled the public distribution and management of water in Haiti. The 

former managed water in the capital (Port-au-Prince) as well as 28 surrounding cities, and the 

latter performed the same function for major rural areas. Finally, the Community Post Offices of 

Clean Water and Sanitation (POCHEP), created in 1981, provided services to small rural 

communities with less than 2,000 residents.  

 

After the approval of the Haitian parliament established the new legislation titled The 

Framework Law Covering the Organization of the Water Supply and Sanitation Sector in 2009, 

the National Directorate for Water Supply and Sanitation [or simply DINEPA] was created under 

the Ministry of Public Works, Transport, and Communications (Haiti Priorise 2017). The 

National Water Directorate (DINEPA) has replaced CAMEP, and the Regional Water and 

Sanitation Office as well as the Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation Committee (OREPA and 

CAEPA) replaced the SNEP and the POCHEP. 

 

The reality of the DINEPA institution is that due to certain elements such as population growth, 

lack of national funding, and mismanagement/corruption, it isn’t simply performing well. For 

instance, it isn’t comprehensible that 6 to 8 different ministries along with 50 NGOs are in 

charge of water and sanitation (UF 2018):  

1) Ministry of the Environment (MDE);  

2) Ministry of Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Rural Development (MARNDR); 

3) Ministry of Public Works (MTPTC);  

4) Ministry of Public Health and Population (MSPP);  

5) Ministry of Planning and External Cooperation (MPCE);  

6) Ministry of Commerce (MCI); 

7) Ministry of National Education (MENFP); 
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8) Ministry of Interior and Territorial Communities (MICT) 

 

 

DINEPA receives much funding from entities such as the Inter-American Development Bank, 

the U.S. Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), the Spanish Agency for International 

Development Cooperation (AECID), and UN International Children’s Emergency Fund 

(UNICEF), and funding [though scares] from the Haitian government through the several 

ministries (HaitiLiberte 2017). Yet, anyone in charge of the entity claims the funds aren’t enough 

to either ameliorate the existing services or add on to them.  

 

Though DINEPA has 2 primary sources of water supply – emerging sources and groundwater 

reservoirs – it doesn’t use the many surface water sources, and is the only Caribbean country not 

doing so (AyiboPost 2020). There’s a total of 5 water management districts throughout the 

country, with 18 wells being managed. This institution is still underserving the metropolitan area 

by supplying between 11,000 to 140,000 cubic meters of water when the city needs between 

300,000 to 320,000 cubic meters per day, and only 14% of that amount [or 15,000 cubic meter 

per day] goes to disenfranchised neighborhoods (World Bank Group 2018; Ayibopost, 

periodismoinvestigato 2019). Only 10% of homes in the metropolitan area can afford treated 

water (UF 2018). 

 

Concerning sanitation, the governmental agency responsible for the collection and management 

of waste in Haiti is called the Metropolitan Service of Solid Residue Collection (SMCRS); created in 

1981, it only provided the service of collection and processing of waste in the following cities: Carrefour, 

Port-au-Prince, Delmas, Pétion-ville, Tabarre, Cité Soleil, Croix-des-Bouquets and Montagne 

Figure 42. Internal Structure - DINEPA 2014 
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Noire, all of which are located around the ultra-centralized capital. It operated under the Ministry 

of Public Works and the Ministry of the Interior. It was underfunded and bore too many 

responsibilities that weren’t properly coordinated. As of September 21st, 2017, the new entity 

titled National Solid Residual Management Service (SNGRS) replaced SMCRS, and it operate 

under the Ministry of the Environment. Unlike SMCRS, it serves the entire nation. Since it 

doesn’t have much manpower or enough equipement to operate, the focus goes to the places 

producing the most amount of waste. Even then, only 30% is collected, in which private 

companies collect half – from 5 million metric tons of garbage yearly, and 6,000 metric tons per 

day in the capital city (Ayibopot 2018). 

 

For both water and sanitation, the private sector isn’t helping anyone or contributing anything of 

true long-term significance; they are solely operating on a model of disaster capitalism. It’s 

important to mention that the private sector cannot and should not ever replace the need for 

shared public services,, especially one as important as water and sanitation.  

 

The plaine du cul-de-sac, plaine de Gonaives, and plaine du Nord-Massacre Transboundary 

aquifers are all overexploited. The private companies are extracting water from the main aquifers 

without declaring/paying taxes, obtaining license of use/extraction, treating/checking for the 

quality of the extracted water; they are doing so with zero governmental control 

(periodismoinvestigato 2019, Wessel & Greenberg 2016). It certain doesn’t help that the 

authorities themselves don’t perform a good work of the following tasks: 

- keep a definitive list of the water companies operating within the territory, 
- keep of list of close approximation of the amount of water extraction 

(periodismoinvestigado 2019). 
- Regularly check the quality of the water being sold in private companies 
- Regularly check the cost of these water trucks relative to inflation and purchasing power 
 

When it comes to the cost, the price varies due to the location of residence. A water truck ranges 

from 1,000 to 5,000 or 5,5000 gourdes [approx. 12 to 62 & 68 USD], with a bucket of water 

selling between 20 to 25 gourdes [approx. 0.25 to 0.31 USD]. (Ayibopost 2020).  

 

 

Figure 43. Water Access 2015 – World Bank Group  2018 
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Let’s remember that most Haitians do not have the adequate purchasing to acquire water, and 

those companies DO NOT pay taxes; therefore, this is theft: with a profit of approximately USD 

66.3 million, which included 30% of untreated water sales, 13% of private kiosks sales [that 

most people do not trust because the source of the water isn’t known] and only 10% of water 

utility sales, this activity is borderline criminal. Water trucks not only are transporting 

contaminated water, but are ultimately contaminating treated water because the truck themselves 

aren’t clean (UF, World Bank Group 2018). Bottled water sales increased from 9% to 47% from 

2006 to 2017 (periodismoinvestigato 2019). The Caribbean Bottling Company (CBC), the parent 

company of Culligan Water operating within the country for 40 years, only provides 1.3% of 

the annual national demand for drinking water, which is 7.9 billion liters of water 

per year. Only 3 major companies sells more than 75% of reverse osmosis treated private kiosk 

water (UF 2018). 
 

The Cul-de-Sac reservoir is currently one of the main aquifers being overexploited, and though it 

recharges through river seepages from Riviere Grise and Riviere Blanche, the reserve has 

pollutants already causing drilling to go over 120 feet for usable water; there’s also an extremely 

concerning possibility that the over-drilling of wells “may intersect rock formations that produce 

ancient brackish groundwater that can have elevated arsenic concentrations,” even though 

groundwater is less likely to be contaminated than surface water (UF 2018, 

periodismoinvestigato 2019). There’s been enough contact made between the water table and 

latrines to even find fecal coliforms because of less-than-ten-meter drillings (NPR 2017). 

 

Sources of pollution and contamination include: plastic, animal and human excrements from 

open defecation due to lack of sanitation, over extraction along with continuous drilling and 

pumping, water truck storage/container cross-contamination, etc. However, we must stress that 

contamination and pollution are both occurring because there are no well-functioning waste 

management and treatment facilities; this is affecting the impoverished at much higher rate and 

with much dire consequence. People have resorted to dumping their trash in street corners, in 

ravines, near other surface water bodies, all due to the lack of garbage disposal and waste 

management. 

 
Figure 44. Sanitation Access 2015 - World Bank Group 2018 
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In Haiti, 25% of homes [including 40% in rural areas] don’t have toilets, which represent 

roughly 2 million people. Though a decrease has been noted on the rate of open defecation [from 

35% to 25% between 2005 and 2016], the practice is still common (periodismoinvestigato, 

Ayibopost 2019; OCHA 2020). Nationally, 60% of homes don’t have  water or soap to wash 

their hands, and 66% do not treat water before consumption (OCHA 2020). 
 

Unfortunately, there are socio-economic factors explaining the wealth and health disparities 

between urban and rural residents. The gap is only getting wider in terms of water and sanitation 

services. It is blatantly obvious that WSS conditions are worse for low-income/poor households, 

and it gets even more horrid for people living in rural communities. This situation is very 

concerning because it’s happening in the surface bodies of water that people in rural areas use 

more than groundwater 

 

That explains why in rural areas – in contrast to urban counterparts - open defecation rates are 

higher [than any LAC country except Bolivia], contamination and corresponding diseases are 

also higher, and that “only about 39% use piped water, protected sources, or public taps and 

standpipes (improved sources) as their main source” while 9 out of 10 people report drinking 

water with or without treatment (Haiti Priorise 2017, Ayibopost 2019). 

 

 

 

 

Figure 45. WSS Access 2015 - World Bank Group 2018 
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The private sector isn’t also helping; if anything, they’re flourishing in this out-of-control 

sanitary disaster: “The metropolitan market for fecal sludge management is evaluated to be 

worth US$7.3 million. Revenues generated by the treatment facility run by the regional bureau of 

water and sanitation [OREPA] OUEST represent less than 1 percent of the market value” (World 

Bank Group 2018). 

 

Diarrheal diseases [cholera, typhoid, diarrhea] due to consumption of contaminated water are 

still a problem in Haiti, and contamination of bodies of water is a big contributor to this fact. The 

lack of behavioral education is also another aspect to dive into, but one must also realize that 

without any safe alternative, old and toxic habits will perpetuate.  

 

As the general director of DINEPA stated in an interview, many water sources are no longer 

exploited because of hydrofecal pollution (Ayibopost 2020).Of 300 water resources tested 

between 2014 and 2015, 68% were polluted with 37% of of them containing fecal coliforms, 

while only 3% of wells and groundwater had 3% health risk (UF 2018, periodismoinvestigato 

2019). Parasitic diseases [transmitted by dogs, pigs, goats, and so on] are very present in surface 

water bodies. Cholera was also another problem, along with E. coli [EAgEC], (UF 2018) 

 

 

Salinization, or saline intrusion/contamination, is the result of excessive drilling due to growing 

demand generated by population growth and demographic shifts. As previously mentioned, 

private companies are drilling and pumping exceedingly, leading to this phenomenon.  

 

Figure 46. WSS Necessity Map 2020 - OCHA 2020 
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Interestingly, the Dominican Republic’s growth is threatening the depletion of our 

[transboundary] aquifers more than the growth of the Haitian population – that’s of course due to 

the lack of infrastructure. If and when Haiti starts developing, there will be a strain in the use of 

those water resources [if everything isn’t planned beforehand] (UF 2018). Political tensions may 

arise in the future for water use. 

 

With deforestation, there’s reduced groundwater infiltration due to surface runoff and soil loss, 

and the hydrologic system process will malfunction. (MDE 2001, Wessel & Greenberg 2016). 

Rainfall also became more dangerous because it causes flood, since archaic construction blocked 

off and/or destroyed the natural replenishing captured sources [or boreholes] located in and 

around the hills. It also propagates diseases into surface bodies of water and aquifers. Yet, 

rainfall is the only free source of water for everyone in the country; the agriculture sector entirely 

depends on this natural phenomenon. To see morph into a natural disaster due to a lack of 

enforced governmental regulation, deforestation, and archaic construction. 
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SDG 10 – REDUCED INEQUALITIES. 

 

The 10th SDG’s aim is to “reduce inequality within and among countries.” This goal puts much 

emphasis in equal representation and opportunity, income growth, empowerment through 

economic and political inclusion, implementation of financial and institutional regulations safe 

migration, and reducing the wealth gap.  

 

Whether anyone is willing to acknowledge it or not, Haiti is a country defined by inequality in 

almost all aspects of social, political, and economic life. It is quite unfortunate as a conclusion, 

but it is by far the only one seeming to make sense when one considers the outcomes of the 

different living aspects shaping the country: 

  

1. Wealth gaps in both urban and rural cities are staggering, and they’re only enlarging as 

the years pass by. The top 10% richest families [or the 15 families] of the country 

controls/owns half to more than 64% of the national income. (Haiti Priorise 2017, BTI 

2018, WPF 2016). 

2. Haiti has the largest income inequality level in the entire Western Hemisphere. It has 

always been in the 2017 Gini index list of the most unequal countries for income 

distribution with a Gini score of 41.1, making it the second most unequal country in the 

world.  (The Guardian 2017) 

3. Haiti has been part of the Palma ratio index for countries with the starkest income 

inequalities, with a score of 6.5 (The Guardian 2017, tutor2u 2015) 

4. Women are culturally and purposely left out or pushed aside in almost any sphere of 

society aside from home governance and informal commerce sector where they dominate. 

The Gender Inequality Index [or GII] is 0.62; the Gender Development Index score is 

0.890 (HDR 2019); and the Social Institution and Gender Index score is 0.1466 (WFP 

2019) 

 

 

Concerning political activities: though there are advocacy 

groups representing women and poor/working class people 

who can advocate for their interests in the mainstream 

conversations, there are no mainstream political parties 

representing other marginalized minority segments of the 

population such as the LGBTQIA+ community and the 

handicapped/physically-challenges population.  

 

Doing politics in Haiti, especially being part of the opposition 

party, is risky to the point of being life-threatening. Political 

assassination of dissenters or members of opposition parties is 

quite common – it is even expected in some instances. Protesting is also a risk, and police 

brutality against civilians is commonplace.  

 

Concerning Haiti’s standing with other countries, there’s no equal footing. Within the LAC 

region, the country is often blatantly discriminated again through immigration measures. For 

Figure 47. GINI Coefficient - BTI 2018 
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instance, even though Haiti is officially part of CARICOM which should grant Haitians a visa-

free stay of 6 months in other member-states, there’s generally a hefty sum required at the 

airport,  and the states reserve the right to refuse Haitian citizens.  

 

Haiti has always had international interference from several countries, mainly the US, Canada, 

France, Germany, Spain, South Korea, and now a potential new powerful international player, 

China. This practice goes against the accepted international principle of self-governance or 

sovereignty, and it undermines Haiti’s will or abilities to determine its own future and assume its 

responsibilities.  

 

Country Vision: 

 

To reduce inequalities within a society, the government must ensure the tools to reach the ideals 

of equality and equity are available. It entails less corruption, more transparency, more freedom 

of [responsible] speech, thought, and expression, and more equitable means to obtain economic 

and financial freedom. 

 

The 2014 Haiti Strategic Development Plan [or PSDH] was supposedly investing “slightly more 

than 15 percent of the PTI 2014-2016” directly into Haiti’s economic rebuilding, mainly in 

modernizing and stimulating agriculture, stock raising, and fishing (23 billion gourdes).” It 

addressed economic and social inequalities, while others also looked at administrative ones. It 

laid out programs addressing those issues in their Priority #1, #2, #3, and #4; Priority #3 [The 

Economy and Employment] as well as #2 [Economic Reconstruction] directly focused economic 

empowerment. Here are the main goals of the Great Project 3: 

 

- Multiply job creation 

- Promote promising sectors with a high value-added  

- Increase income and build capacities in communities  

- Improve the balance of payments and increase GDP  

- Increase government income  

- Modernize and increase the production, processing, and distribution capacity of farm 

products and manufactures   

- Increase food self-sufficiency 

 

Several programs. the programs for the Great Project 2 are dedicated to improving the economy; 

to promote the participation of women in development through the following result indicators in 

2016: 

 a) Increased number of women in public decision-making positions by 10% 

b) Increased value of public investments implemented by women by 10% 

c) Increased number of women in traditionally male trades by 10% 

d) Increased number of men in traditionally female trades by 10% 

e) Increased number of women employed in the civil service by 10% 
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The indicator of “Job Creation” had the expected impact to “Increase in collective wealth, 

increased participation in economic life, and a reduction in pressures on the environment.” To 

ensure its success and proper application, the state must observe the following progress/results 

indicators in 2016: 

  

a) Increase in number of jobs per person by 7% 

b) Number of jobs created (all sectors together) by 100,000 

c) Increase in average annual income by 7% 

d) Improved energy coverage by 10% 

e) Number of persons/year in highly labor-intensive projects by 300,000 

 

Here are detailed programs and sub-programs tackling economic and social inequalities: 

 

Program 2.1: ESTABLISH ACTIVE GOVERNANCE TO PRODUCE ACCELERATED AND 

BALANCED ECONOMIC GROWTH  

2.1.1. Establish the budgetary and taxing policy orientation 

2.1.2.  Support private investment 

 

 

Program 2.8.  DEVELOPMENT OF EMPLOYMENT  

2.8.1.  Setting up a forum for labor market partners  

2.8.2.  Implementing highly labor-intensive projects  

2.8.3.  Increasing labor productivity and the employability of workers 

 

 

Program 3.2.  INCREASING ACCESS TO PRESCHOOL, PRIMARY, AND SECONDARY 

EDUCATION  

3.2.8.  Promoting gender equality in education 

 

Program 3.9.  ENSURING GENDER EQUALITY  

3.9.1.  Implementing a gender equality policy  

3.9.2.  Pursuing amendments to the legal system  

3.9.3.  Ensuring the production and dissemination of information on gender equality  

3.9.4.  Increasing female participation  

3.9.5.  Creating a gender and development fund  

3.9.6.  Fighting violence to women and girls 
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Program 4.3: MODERNIZE THE CENTRAL ADMINISTRATION 

4.3.4. Increase the institutional strengthening of central administrative services 

 

Program 4.7: STRENGTHEN THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE AND PUBLIC 

SAFETY 

4.7.4 Strengthening consideration of gender issues in the judiciary 

 

 

List of projects proposed for Great Project 2: Economic reconstruction 

Projects PTI 2014-2016 

Name/Purpose of Sub-Project Total Price (GOURDES) 

G.P2 - Economic reconstruction  47 848 683 820 

Program 2.1: Establish active governance 

enabling accelerated, balanced growth 
8 920 043 136 

Support private investment 8 398 042 747 

Program 2.8: Develop employment  4 350 000 000 

Program 3.2: Enlarge access to pre-school, 

primary, and secondary schooling 
21 017 360 292 

Promoting gender equality in education  

Program 3.9: Ensure gender equality  202 993 535 

Create a gender and development fund  87 808 535 

Promote economic opportunities in rural areas 808 535 

Additional projects for promoting economic 

opportunities in rural areas, to be determined   
87 000 000 

Fight violence against women and girls  115 185 000 

Prevent and protect against gender-specific 

violence in the ten departments  
93 000 000 

Undertake activities on behalf of adolescents 22 185 000 

Program 4.3: Modernize the central 

administration  
24 539 319 242 

Increase the institutional strengthening of central 

administrative services  
10 572 785 426 

Institutional strengthening and promotion of 

investments in Haiti  
26 796 000 

Program 4.7: Strengthen the administration of 

justice and public safety  
524 482 646 

Develop awareness of gender in the judiciary 65 250 000 
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Situation Explained: 

 

As mentioned before, Haiti is a country defined by inequality in almost every aspect of social, 

political, and economic life. Much of it can be attributed to post-colonial and patriarchal cultural 

elements shaping the country, especially when it comes to gender affairs, but the rest can be 

attributed to socio-economic problems. 

 

 
Figure 48. Haiti - Freedom House 2020 

 

Socially, there is very limited individual freedom that then affects economic freedom through 

income inequality. For instance, discrimination against specific groups of people is common 

place and even socially encouraged. This is especially true for LGBTQIA+ people, or now 

locally self-identified as the community M [Masisi/G, Mix/B, Makomè/T, and Madivin/L]. The 

religion, the education level, the able-body abilities, the household income bracket, the 

plurilingual abilities, and the gender expression of an individual can also determine the treatment 

to be received, both social and economic. The ideal Haitian would be someone who is a 

heterosexual Christian, living in Port-au-Prince, married or/and in a double-parent household, 

with private schooling and higher education.  

 

As mentioned in the chapter titled SGD 5 – GENDER EQUALITY, women go through many 

troubles in this society. Though culturally, Haitian women are regarded as Pillars of society or 

the household [fanm se Poto Mitan in Haitian Creole], this expression is much more of a curse 

than a blessing. This phrase is a summary of women having to support all the hurdles of society, 

quite literally like a pillar must support all the other parts of a home, especially standing on 

shaky foundations.  Haitian women, especially the impoverished, the handicapped, and /or the 

sexual and religious minority ones, are the most persecuted members of Haitian society. Much of 

this has to do with the Judeo-Christian and patriarchal culture left by colonies, American 

imperialism, and rarely ever re-visited reformed [nationally] process of socialization.  

 

Freedom of speech is guaranteed by the 1987 Constitution, yet political assassinations of 

activists, journalists, or any political dissenters are quite common. Recently, the most scandalous 

assassination case of the revered councilman Monferrier Dorval on Friday the 28th of August, 

2020, Chairman of the Port-au-Prince Lawyers’ Order, has shocked everyone in the country. 

Earlier in the day, he was passionately advocating for citizens to return to their former source of 

pride and take the country as well as its constitution seriously by advocating for a complete 

reform of the latter on the radio station Magik 9.Stating remarks such as “the constitution doesn’t 
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belong to the president […] [it] needs to change before the election and outside of the 

Parliament” (Le Nouvelliste 2020). Councilman Dorval is one of the several assassinations, one 

dating as early as the day prior to his very own.  

 

Other relating freedoms such as the right to protest is often rebutted by policing forces, 

reinforcing a climate of fear, especially for journalists and activities. Yet, the members of the 

elite or the government can do and say as they please with rare attempts to stop them. Though 

Haiti has an impressive history of diverse interest groups, particularly peasant/communal labor 

associations [konbit], women’s groups, labor unions, etc.; they have lost their ability to 

thoroughly advocate for serious changes and pressure government fonctionnaires (BTI 2018). 

 

Haiti is the poorest country of the Western 

Hemisphere with a Human Development Index 

score of 0.498 in 2016, and a Multidimensional 

Development Index score of 0.200 from 2016 

to 2017 (OCHA, OPHI 2020); it is important to 

note that this situation isn’t due to lack of 

resources or potentiality to conduct business 

and form new markets; on the contrary, this is 

purely due to internal corruption, lack of any 

patriotic will, coupled with continuous international interference.  

 

Considering the socio-economic problems of the country, it then is comprehensible that in terms 

of income or economic inequalities, Haiti certainly doesn’t have a high footing. The country is 

deemed mostly unfree in terms of economic free, ranking 143rd in the world, and 25th out of 32 

countries in the LAC region.  

 

For instance, another important factor 

determining poverty and inequality in Haiti is 

one’s location of residence, and this has always 

been the case since the setting of Port-au-Prince 

as the capital, but was further solidified during 

Duvalierism. It is an indisputable fact that the 

Haitian is over-centralized in the capital city of 

Port-au-Prince and its closest surrounding areas. 

Some outside exception includes Cap-Haitian in 

the North, Jacmel in the South and few 

surrounding cities near the shared border with the 

neighboring Dominican Republic. This fact 

explains why Port-au-Prince is currently well 

overpopulated, and this is observable through the 

amounts of slums ([or bidonvil] existing in 

almost every single mountainside surrounded the 

cities. The government of both Martelly and 

Moise never tried to address this problem; if 

anything, the cities have become more populated. 

Figure 49. MPI Value - HDR 2019 

Figure 50. Rule of Law - the heritage foundation 2019 
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Due to this demand for land, especially in the metropolitan area, land squatting is a serious 

problem that can be quite life threatening. It’s quite frustrating for many land owners who 

inherited their lands from family members, and it is expensive to pay for proper representation. 

Winning a case isn’t always guaranteed either. Like anywhere else in the world, land and home 

value translate to economic prosperity and generational wealth. The state doesn’t protect those 

things. In fact, starting a business in Haiti is extremely hard. 

 

 

Haiti is what happens when incompetent politicians liberalize an economy that realistically never 

could compete with some of its powerful neighbors, mainly the U.S. Currently, Haiti is operating 

in a trade deficit because it isn’t [or can’t afford to] export as much as import. 

 

 

Figure 52. Trade Numbers - Trading Economics 2020 

Figure 51. Scores - Doing Business 2020 
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This trade deficit of 191.63 million USD is very indicative of the state’s incapability to support 

and stimulate national production.   

 

. We must also remember that while the constitution guarantees the right to form labor unions, 

companies and factories rarely ever enact their demands, and corruption within government has 

made it easy to simply ignore the rest of 

the population. This fact, along with the 

trade numbers chart above, justify the 

weak economic freedom score of the 

country. The informal sector has become, 

by default, the surest way for the majority 

of Haitian citizens to provide for their 

needs; this sector does not guarantee 

protections, doesn’t provide or secure 

rights, and isn’t powerful enough to 

counter the forces of the small elitist 

private sector operating as an oligopoly and an oligarchy. It is a vicious cycle maintaining the 

current state of poverty. 

 

We have to also mention the near incapacity for people to open businesses because the financial 

system primarily caters to the elitist families while purposely ignoring everyone else; this 

practice reinforces monopolies, especially because those same families are owners are the 

existing banks.  

 

 
Figure 54. Credit Obtention - WBG 2020 

 

There are zero regulations against oligopolies, and the liberalization of trade has reinforced their 

power. There are no price fixing or predatory pricing control; this is due to the central bank 

becoming more politicized since the elected president directly decides who becomes governor of 

the country. Another observation is that “the Haitian banking system is vulnerable to systemic 

credit risk as well as restrictions on the availability of capital […] operational and market risks, 

which form, together with credit risks, the three pillars of Basel II, are absent in the Haitian 

financial system” (BTI 2018).  

 

 

Figure 53. Economic Free Score - Heritage 2019 
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The PetroCaribe report produced by the hardworking Superior Court of Auditors [or Court of 

Accounts and Administrative Litigation] (CSC / CA) showcased that USD 3.2 billion were 

embezzled, stolen, wasted, and/or squandered by 4 former presidents with 6 different 

governments. This series of documents counting 3 extremely-detailed reports demonstrate the 

sheer incapacity and inhumane indifference of many political leaders and private elite 

individuals, and has motivated much of the 2019 protests (TIME, France24 2020). As estimated 

by many [traditional and alternative] economists, such a fund was an unfortunate missed 

opportunity for Haiti to become as developed as [if not more developed than] its regional 

neighbors, therefore decreasing socio-economic, and other forms of inequalities. 

 

When it comes to Haiti experiencing inequalities with other countries, and the biggest form is the 

constant international interference with several countries. For instance, on September 18,2020,  

the recently appointed 9 new members of the Provisionary Electoral Council was done under the 

pressure and supervision of the American embassy. The US State Department had on 16th of 

September 2020, tweets “requiring” all branches of government. When the presidential decree 

was announced and action was swiftly done, another tweet from the American embassy in Haiti 

surfaced: “This is an important step towards the next parliamentary elections [...] [waiting for] 

the publication of an electoral decree and an electoral calendar for the re-establishment of Haiti's 

parliament as soon as technically possible” (HaitiLiberte 2020). This doesn’t come as a surprise 

to anyone familiar with the country. 

 

From individual countries dictating internal politics and undermining the very sovereignty of 

Haiti, to supranational entities creating structural adjustment dictating Haiti’s fiscal and 

economic policies, the reach to further create a state of utter dependency and puppetry goes very 

deep. Another flagrant example of such practice is the deliberate meddling of the United  

States, particularly  then-secretary of state Hillary Clinton, in the 2015 elections, which had low 

voter turnout of 18%) with police violence and intimidation (closing 13% of the polling centers), 

and uncounted tally sheets (23%) (the hill 2015, foreign affairs 2016). Other actors and entities, 

such as the Core Group (made up of US, Brazil, Canada, EU, France, Spain ambassadors) and 

the U.N. pressured for this election (Foreign affairs 2016). 

 

It is then no surprise that during the year of 2019, there were so many violent protests primarily 

aimed at elite-owned businesses who fiercely protest the interests of foreign affairs, such as 

Reginald Boulos losing 20 million USD after 3 of his prominent stores were attacked. Haitians of 

all socio-economic backgrounds are familiar with interference, and one the most flagrant and 

taxing evidence was presented in the International Monetary Fund command to stop petroleum 

subsidies in a country where most Haitians make and live from 2 US dollars a day (the 

conversation 2018). 

 

Aside from global pressures, Haiti faces discrimination within the LAC region, even within 

supranational institutions such as CARICOM. The country of Dominica has required for Haitian 

passport holders to deposit $400 US before being allowed entry in the country (HaitiLibre 2019). 

Barbados had abolished a visa requirement in 2018, followed by Jamaica who still limits 

US/UK/CA visa vetted Haitians to enter the country (HaitiLibre, lunionsuite 2018). It then 

became a topic of contention for member-states of the Caribbean to either allow Haitians to stay 

for six-months visa-free as mandated by the Revised Treaty of Chaguaramas. There were 
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conditions, however, being that Haitian citizens must demonstrate they will not be financial 

burdens to the host country. One must also understand that countries reserve the right of refusal. 

(Haitilibre 2019, lunionsuite 2018) Haiti joined in 2002, but is often left out or pushed away 

from discussion; it is still common practice to set aside and question Haitians entering airports, 

as done in Trinidad and Tobago and Antigua (lunionsuite 2018). 
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